
DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY

SEPTEMBER 4TH & 5TH

37 VENUES!



Mull of Galloway Lighthouse
Drummore, Stranraer, DG9 9HP

Facilities:

SUN 12 (noon) EVENT.

Mull of Galloway is the most southerly 
Lighthouse in Scotland with the only 
working Foghorn on mainland Scotland. 
Join us on Sunday at 12 noon for a 
garden party with live music, lots of craft 
stalls and to hear the foghorn blasted!

Kirkmadrine Stones
Near Sandhead, D&G

Facilities:

SAT & SUN OPEN 24h.

Find evidence of early Christianity in 
Britain in these carved stones dating 
back 1,500 years. The eight Kirkmadrine 
Stones include three of the oldest 
Christian memorials in Scotland from 
500s AD. 

Doors Open Days is supported by Historic Environment Scotland
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As you go through the programme 
look out for these symbols.
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Chapel Finian
Near Port William, D&G
SAT & SUN OPEN 24h.

Walk in the footsteps of early Christian 
pilgrims at this ruined chapel, named for 
St Columba’s tutor. Chapel Finian was 
probably built in the AD 900s or 1000s, 
as a resting spot for pilgrims on their 
way to Whithorn Priory.

Facilities:

Druchtag Motte
Mochrum Village, D&G
SAT & SUN OPEN 24h.

Climb the steep bank of this fine motte, 
which was home to a feudal lord 900 
years ago. Scotland’s earliest castles 
were mottes: they were common in 
the 1100s and 1200s, before they were 
replaced by stone castles.

Facilities: (off road)

Barsalloch Fort
Above Barsalloch Point, D&G
SAT & SUN OPEN 24h.

Look out from a 2,000-year-old cliff-
side fort and trace its deep defensive 
ditch. Barsalloch Fort was probably a 
farmstead inhabited by a tribe, known to 
the Romans as the Novantae. 

Facilities:

Rispain Camp
Near Whithorn, D&G
SAT & SUN OPEN 24h.

Explore an Iron Age farmstead so well-
preserved archaeologists once believed 
it to be a medieval moated site. The 
earthworks consist of a double rampart 
and ditch, among the most impressive 
surviving defences the time in Scotland.

Facilities:



Drumtroddan Standing 
Stones
Near Port William, D&G
SAT & SUN OPEN 24h.

Stand among the ancient ceremonial 
stones at this windswept location. The 
stones provide a stark and evocative 
reminder of a mysterious past and are 
part of a unique prehistoric landscape.

Facilities:

Drumtroddan Rock Art
Near Port William, D&G
SAT & SUN OPEN 24h.

Puzzle at the mysterious symbols 
carved into bedrock by our prehistoric 
ancestors. The marked stones at 
Drumtroddan could have been carved 
at any point between 3500 & 1000 BC, 
but for what purpose is a mystery.

Facilities:

Saint Ninian’s Chapel
Isle of Whithorn, D&G
SAT & SUN OPEN 24h.

Follow in the footsteps of pilgrims at 
this ruined 1200s chapel. First erected 
in the 1100s, the chapel we see today is 
a rebuild dating to about 1300. Pilgrims 
are invited to add stones to a modern 
Witness Cairn on the field.

Facilities:

Sorbie Tower
Sorbie Tower, B7052, DG8 8AG
SAT & SUN 10am - 4pm

Take a tour of the 16th century Sorbie 
Tower and 12th century Motte, watch 
a battle re-enactment by The Douglas 
Retinue and experience living history in 
the castle kitchens, all while discovering 
the process behind the restorations.

Facilities:



The Whithorn Trust
45-7 George Street, Whithorn, DG8 8NS
SAT Online Event  SUN 2pm - 4pm

On Saturday join us for an online lecture 
with Dr. Graeme Cavers - see the DOD 
website for more info) while Sunday 
we will have a behind the Scenes tour 
of our heritage skills workshop, our 
logboat and coracles and graves. 

Facilities:

Torhouse Stone Circle
Near Wigtown, D&G
SAT & SUN OPEN 24h.

Roam among a rich prehistoric 
landscape at one of the best-preserved 
stone circles in Scotland. Lying in 
Bladnoch Valley, this was recorded in 
1684 as ‘King Gauldus’s Tomb’.

Facilities:

All Saints Episcopal Church
Challoch, Newton Stewart, DG8 6RB
SAT 11am - 4pm & SUN 12 noon - 3pm

Join us for unique displays, activities for 
all the family and a vintage tea party. 
On Saturday at 1pm violinist Catherine 
Demetriades will be playing a selection 
of classical, traditional, and Scottish 
music.

Facilities:

The Museum Newton 
Stewart
York Road, Newton Stewart, DG8 6HH
SAT & SUN 10.30am - 4.30pm

Housed in the old St. Johns 
Penninghame Church, the Museum 
offers a widely varied collection of 
artefacts of interest to all ages, along 
with quizzes and guided tours.

Facilities:



Creetown Heritage Museum
91 St John Street, Creetown, DG8 7JE
SAT & SUN 11am - 4pm

Free guided tours of the museum, 
featuring displays from Creetown’s 
history, artefacts covering the industrial, 
shipping and farming history, our War 
Room and models of the Wickerman, 
with activities for children and adults.

Facilities:

Antique Photos of Galloway 
by William Hunter (1838-
1916).
Newton Stewart & Creetown Museums
SAT & SUN 11am - 4pm

A unique opportunity to view this 
exhibition of photography by William 
Hunter, as collected by his great, great, 
great grand-daughter. 

Facilities:

Ronald Rae Sculpture Park
Barholm Works, Creetown DG8 7EN
SAT & SUN 10am - 4pm

Scottish sculptor Ronald Rae worked 
for over 55 years hand carving granite, 
one of the hardest stones. In 2020 he 
donated his latest pairing of stones as 
well as ten pieces from his exhibition at 
Falkirk Wheel to Creetown.

Facilities:

Quarrymen’s  Arts Centre
Hill Street, Creetown, DG87HG
SAT 11am-2pm & SUN 10am-4pm

On Saturday we invite you to view the 
new art centre, with performances from 
some of D&G award-winning musicians, 
while on Sunday we are having a come 
and try, Circus Workshops for All! See 
the DOD website for more details.

Facilities:



Cairn Holy Chambered 
Cairns
6.5m southeast of Creetown on the A75
SAT & SUN OPEN 24h.

Wander the lonely resting place of a 
mythical Scottish king at this pair of 
Neolithic burial monuments. The two 
cairns of Cairn Holy are an impressive 
survival, built in the 4th millennium BC.

Barholm Castle
Gatehouse of Fleet, DG7 2EZ
SAT & SUN BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Tour the traditional Scottish laird’s tower 
house, dating from the 15th or 16th 
Centuries, abandoned around 1760 and 
restored 2003-2005 and the walled 
gardens. See the DOD website for all 
the information to book a tour.

Facilities:

Facilities:

Orchardton Tower
Near Palnackie, D&G, DG7 1QH
SAT & SUN OPEN 24h.

Get a glimpse of late medieval noble life 
at a unique and charming circular tower 
dating to the mid 1400s. Orchardton 
Tower is an unusual free-standing 
round tower, the only one of its type in 
Scotland. 

Facilities:

New Galloway Town Hall
High Street, New Galloway, DG7 3RL
SAT & SUN 11am - 4pm

View the New Galloway Story, which 
features historical information about the 
Town Hall and Burgh, and a display of 
information of current activities which 
take place in both the Main and Lesser 
Halls in this historic building.

Facilities:



Dunscore Heritage Centre
Dunscore Church, DG2 0SZ
SAT 10am - 5pm & SUN 1pm - 5pm

View the church interior, an impressive 
example of the Heritors’ Gothic style. 
On Saturday at 2pm we will have a talk 
in the church about local hero Jane 
Haining while on Sunday at 2pm we will 
have a guided walk around the village.

Morton Castle
Morton Loch, D&G
SAT & SUN OPEN 24h.

Discover one of Scotland’s most 
enigmatic castles: a rare hall-house 
standing in a location as breathtaking as 
it is remote. It retains some of its original 
impressive presence, and carries a real 
sense of discovery.

Facilities:

Facilities:

(off road)

Lincluden Collegiate Church
Dumfries, D&G
SAT & SUN OPEN 24h.

Explore the remains of a collegiate 
church that was probably built by 
one of Scotland’s finest masons. The 
monumental tomb of Princess Margaret, 
who died in 1450, can still be found in 
the choir.

Moat Brae, National Centre 
for Children’s Literature and 
Storytelling
101 George Street, Dumfries, DG1 1EA
SAT & SUN 10am - 5pm

Explore the house and the garden that 
inspired JM Barrie to create Peter Pan 
and Neverland with free access to the 
Neverland Garden.

Facilities:

Facilities:



Gracefield Arts Centre Print 
Studio 
28 Edinburgh Road, Dumfries
SAT 11am - 4pm BY APPOINTMENT

Artists from the printmakers workshop 
will be offering a chance to explore their 
studios, with demos and an exhibition of 
the work. See the DOD website for all 
the information to book a tour.

Facilities:

Theatre Royal Dumfries
66 Shakespeare St, Dumfries DG12JH
SAT 10am - 1pm

Have a behind the scenes tour of the 
two theatres, workshops, wardrobes 
and dressing rooms of Scotland’s oldest 
theatre, built 1792, with links to Burns 
& Barrie, as they prepare to reopen for 
live performances.

Facilities:

The Crichton
Easterbrook Hall, Dumfries
SAT & SUN 11am - 3pm

Wonder the vast estate and come inside 
the Crichton Memorial Church, a richly 
detailed cathedral-style building with 
a 123 foot high tower and impressive 
stained glass, then visit out new central 
cafe & bar co-working space.

Facilities:

Commonwealth War Graves 
- Troqueer Cemetery 
East Riverside Dr, Dumfries DG2 7HF
SAT & SUN 10am - 3pm

Come along for a tour to find out 
more about the history and works 
of the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission whilst exploring the graves 
of those we commemorate in this site. 

Facilities:



Cruck Cottage
Shieldhill Road, Torthorwald, DG1 3PS
SAT & SUN 11am - 4pm

Come along for a guided tour of Cruck 
Cottage, the only remaining example 
of this building type which has been 
constructed by village craftsmen with 
local materials, then join us for live 
music and local craft demonstrations.

Lochmaben Castle
Lochmaben, D&G
SAT & SUN OPEN 24h.

Explore the shattered remains of a 
castle built by an English occupying 
force in the 1300s. It withstood several 
sieges and attacks, and today is 
situated among attractive woodland 
next to a loch (view exterior only).

Dryfesdale Lodge Visitor 
Centre
Dumfries Road, Lockerbie, DG11 1HZ
SAT & SUN 12 noon - 2pm

Join the Dryfesdale Lodge Visitor 
Centre Trustees, who will be available 
with information about the Lockerbie Air 
Disaster Memorial and the Garden of 
Remembrance.

Facilities:

Facilities:

Facilities:

Ukrainian P.O.W. Chapel
Hallmuir, Lockerbie, DG11 1BN
SAT & SUN 11am - 5pm

Come along for a guided tour of this 
wonderfully decorated and adorned 
chapel, a colourful and distinctive place 
of devotion. The Grade B listed building 
is now a living memorial to the Ukrainian 
prisoners of war in Scotland.

Facilities:



Thomas Carlyle’s Birthplace
Arched House, Ecclefechan, DG11 3DG
SAT & SUN 10am - 3pm.

Come along for a guided tour of this 
wee house that belies its significance 
in Scottish history. Constructed by 
Thomas Carlyle’s father and uncle, it is 
a fine example of Scottish 18th-century 
vernacular architecture.

Facilities:

Merkland Cross
Woodhouse Farm, near Ecclefechan
SAT & SUN OPEN 24h.

Mark your path with a medieval wayside 
cross, raised on an ancient Roman road 
in the 1400s. The cross itself stands 3m 
high, and its tapered shaft and flower-
shaped head have been carved from a 
single block of stone.

The Harbour Hub at Annan
90 Port Street, Annan, DG126BT
SAT 10am - 4pm

Tour the Georgian Warehouse designed 
to serve the original Telford river 
quay, join us for heritage talks, guided 
harbour tours and boat trips and see 
our exhibition of future restoration plans

Facilities: (off road)

Facilities:

www.doorsopendays.org.uk

@doorsopendaysDG
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