
Every September you 
can explore hundreds of 
fascinating buildings across 
Scotland for free. Some open 
up once a year, some just once 
in a lifetime.

DOORSOPENDAYS.ORG.UK
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DOORS OPEN DAYS 2019

WELCOME 
FROM THE CHAIR
Welcome to the Scottish Civic Trust’s 2019 Doors Open 

Days! Every September, we make sure that over 
100,000 people get free access to over 1,000 venues and 
events across Scotland. This year, we are celebrating 30 
years of Doors Open Days with an incredible programme 
of events, from swimming pools full of flowers to tours of 
Scotland finest buildings hosted by refugees. There are lots 
of ways to get involved and help us celebrate our 30th year 
– explore the projects, events and activities inside.

Doors Open Days first took place in Glasgow and Ayr in 
1990 where it formed part of the European City of Culture 
celebrations. We’re proud to be a part of European Heritage 
Days which happens across 47 European countries during 
September every year. Three decades later, Doors Open 
Days has grown to cover all 32 regions of Scotland. From 
Peebles to Stornoway, we hope that no matter where you 
are there will be something to see or do – and somewhere 
to explore – this September.

Inside is just a taste of all the wonderful themes and events 
we have planned. Make sure you visit our website at 
doorsopendays.org.uk to explore the full programme!

Colin McLean, Chair, Scottish Civic Trust
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WEEKEND 1 31ST AUGUST AND 1ST SEPTEMBER

WEEKEND 2 7TH AND 8TH SEPTEMBER

WEEKEND 3 14TH AND 15TH SEPTEMBER

WEEKEND 4 21ST AND 22ND SEPTEMBER

WEEKEND 5 28TH AND 29TH SEPTEMBER
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DOORS OPEN DAYS 2019

BLOOMS WITH A VIEW
We’re filling Govanhill Baths in Glasgow full of flowers, to 
celebrate 30 years of Doors Open Days in Scotland. From 
snapdragons in the stalls to sunflowers in the skylights, 
we’re working with Floraboration to create a mind-blowing 
floral takeover of one of Glasgow’s best-loved spaces.

Visit us on 30 August – 1 September to see for yourself. 
Join us for a whole host of free events, including lectures 
and workshops, but booking is essential. We’re also 
including an autism hour, see our Eventbrite for booking.

You can see the full range of events on our website 
at doorsopendays.org.uk or through Eventbrite at 
bloomswithaview.eventbrite.co.uk.

https://bloomswithaview.eventbrite.co.uk
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BACK FOR GOOD
We’re celebrating communities who own, or are thinking about 
owning, a local asset. Scotland is full of groups who are working 
on transforming schools, halls, churches and the occasional hut 
as spaces for communal use. Thanks to support from the William 
Grant Foundation and the Architectural Heritage Fund, we’ve 
been able to make a record number of them accessible as part 
of Doors Open Days this year, through grants for everything 
from cutting back overgrown shrubbery to flagpoles and ramps. 
Visit doorsopendays.org.uk to find out where your nearest 
community asset is and what they’re up to in your locality.
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STONE, SEA AND SKY
Stone, Sea and Sky: The Architecture of Scotland’s 
Islands celebrates the architecture and communities of 
Scotland’s Western Islands. We’re hosting free workshops 
for children and young people across venues in the 
Western Isles and Argyll and the Islands during September.

We’ll be completing our celebrations in Stornoway and 
Rothesay on the 28 and 29 September, where we’ll be 
unveiling brand new public sculptures as the final legacy 
of our Doors Open Days 30 years celebrations.

This project is delivered in partnership with RIAS (Royal 
Incorporation of Architects in Scotland), and island venues: 
Rothesay Pavilion, Taigh Chearsabhagh, An Lanntair, and 
The Atlantic Islands Centre on Luing.

For details on the workshops and the final events please 
visit our website at doorsopendays.org.uk.
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Clach, Muir is Adhar: Tha Ailtireachd Eileanan na h-Alba 
a’comharrachadh ailtireachd agus coimhearsnachdan Eileanan Siar 
na h-Alba. Bidh sinn a’ toirt seachad bùthan-obrach an-asgaidh do 
chloinn is do dhaoine òga thar ionadan anns na h-Eileanan an Iar 
agus Earra-Ghàidheal is na h-Eileanan san t-Sultain.

Bidh sinn a’crìochnachadh ar comharrachadh ann an Steòrnabhagh 
agus ann am Baile Bhòid air 28 agus 29 Sultain, far am bi sinn a’ 
foillseachadh ìomhaighean poblach ùra mar dìleab dheireannach 
de na Làithean Fosgailte againn.

Tha am pròiseact seo air a’ lìbhrigeadh ann an com-pàirteachas 
le RIAS (Buidheann Rìoghail Comann nan Ailtirean ann an Alba), 
agus ionadan eileanach: Pàillean Baile Bhòid, Taigh Chearsabhagh, 
An Lanntair, agus Ionad Eileanan an Atlantaig air Luing.

Gheibhear tuilleadh fiosrachadh aig doorsopendays.org.uk
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TENEMENTS TODAY 
TENEMENTS TOMORROW
Most urban Scots live in flats, and we’re all aware that these 
buildings can pose real challenges to residents when it comes 
to maintenance, energy efficiency, repairs and relations with 
neighbours and owners. These are urgent problems that we’ll be 
talking about in a series of free nationwide talks led by architects 
and chartered surveyors. If you have a burning issue relating to 
looking after your tenement, you can find out where the nearest 
talk is by visiting our website at doorsopendays.org.uk.

We’re also hosting a national conference on the bigger issues 
relating to tenements on 18 September in Glasgow at The 
Lighthouse, in collaboration with Built Environment Forum 
Scotland and Under One Roof. Over the course of the day, we’ll 
be talking about sinking funds, owners’ associations and social 
investment, as well as looking at international best practice. We’ll 
be reflecting on the social impact of poor tenement maintenance 
through owners’ testimonies, and artwork produced by Glasgow 
artist Mitch Miller.

To find out more about the conference and book 
your ticket, visit tenements.eventbrite.co.uk.

https://tenements.eventbrite.co.uk
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CULTURAL EMBASSIES
Ever wondered what connects the Dutch to Dalkeith, or 
Ireland to Iona? We’ve mapped the connections between 
Scotland and 27 European countries. Visit our website 
at doorsopendays.org.uk to find out where to pick up 
a copy of our Cultural Embassies map or download 
and print out your own.
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TOURS IN 
TRANSLATION
We’re delighted to be making the 
stunning Glasgow City Chambers 
even more accessible through 
multi-language tours as part of 
Glasgow Doors Open Days this 
year. We’re offering tours in 
Arabic, Farsi, Urdu, Polish and 
Gàidhlig. Led by our friends from 
Glasgow City Chambers, Refugee 
Survival Trust, Sikorski Society and 
Glendale Women’s Café.

If you can’t make it along, you can 
download the translated versions 
of the tours from our website at 
doorsopendays.org.uk.
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DIGITAL DOORS OPEN
If you can’t get out and about this September, Digital 
Doors Open is bringing some of Scotland’s best buildings 
to you. We have put together a map of virtual tours of 
places and spaces around Scotland. Visit our website at 
doorsopendays.org.uk to explore Scotland from your 
armchair! We’re also helping communities to make virtual 
tours of their own heritage. 
We’ve partnered with the 
Centre for Archaeology, 
Technology and Cultural 
Heritage (CATCH) at the 
University of St Andrews 
to work with communities 
to digitise buildings 
throughout the country. 
Volunteers have taken 
photographs of the interiors 
of different buildings, which 
will then be stitched together to create 360-degree virtual 
tours. You can find the tours on our digital map. Let your 
virtual adventures begin!
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BRAW BUILDINGS
We’ve teamed up with Hostelling Scotland 
to offer young people and families the 
chance of a free weekend away in 
one of six locations across Scotland. 
We’re offering a total of 30 rooms 
in celebration of 30 years of 
Doors Open Days!

Young people aged 16 to 25, 
and families with at least one 
child aged up to 15 years, from 
across Scotland who are keen 
to explore new parts of Scotland 
have the opportunity to stay in 
Inverness, Aberdeen, Pitlochry, 
Stirling, Glasgow, or Edinburgh. 
We can’t wait to see what Doors Open 
Days gems they find – look out for their 
discoveries at #BrawBuildings
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SCULPTOURS
As part of our 30th year celebrations, we’ve teamed up 
with Sculpture Placement Group to find new homes for 
sculptures by matchmaking artworks currently in storage 
with Doors Open Days venues across the country.

During each weekend in September, you can visit adopted 
sculptures in their new locations. We’ve created a digital map 
of the adopted sculptural artworks in the different regions of 
Scotland. Come and see a giant gold ring in Cumbernauld 
shopping centre, visit a stone wave vortex in a sensory garden 
in Falkirk or see some mysterious vessels at Lochearnhead!

Visit the website at sculptureplacementgroup.org.uk/dod 
to find the ones closest to you, or visit our website at 
doorsopendays.org.uk.
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SCOTLAND’S 
STORIES
Learn about what it was like to live in the 
past with the Life on a Croft exhibition 
at the Gairloch Heritage Museum. 
The museum worked with the 
Adult Skills and Learning Group 
to try out everyday activities 
from croft life, including 
washing clothes by hand, 
dressing up, and trying 
historical cooking. The group 
has made an exhibition, which 
is on display in the new Gairloch 
Heritage Museum building, as well 
as being available digitally on our 
website at doorsopendays.org.uk.
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YOUNG ADVISORY PANEL
We’ve created Doors Open Days guides for Stirling, 
Edinburgh, Aberdeen, Glasgow, Pitlochry and Inverness. 
From the best brutalist buildings to where to get a vegan 
hot dog in Glasgow, we’ve planned out your day for you. 
Pop into the Youth Hostel in these towns and cities to pick up 
a printed copy, or visit our website at doorsopendays.org.uk 
for a digital version.

MEET THE YAP
JORDAN is 19 years old and is creating a guide for Pitlochry. 
She likes dancing, netball and rugby.

LAURA is 25 years old and is creating a guide for Edinburgh. 
She likes art, train journeys and potato scones.

MADELINE is 22 years old and is creating a guide for 
Inverness and Highlands. She likes tv shows, concerts 
and interior design.

RACHEL is 24 years old and is creating a guide for Stirling. 
She likes sunflowers, being beside the sea and baking bread.

RORY is 24 years old and is creating a guide for Aberdeen. He 
likes post-war architecture, Scottish football, and Joni Mitchell.

SOPHIE is 22 years old and is creating a guide for Glasgow. 
She likes knitting, coffee and house plants.

The Young Advisory Panel project is funded by 
the Year of Young People National Lottery Fund.
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MEET THE COORDINATORS
Doors Open Days is coordinated nationally by the 
Scottish Civic Trust, with regional programmes created and 
managed by Area Coordinators. Our Area Coordinators 
come from a variety of organisations, including local 
authorities, civic trusts and other voluntary heritage 
organisations, and are united by their passion for 
buildings! If you’re interested in helping out in your 
area, drop us a line at dod@scottishcivictrust.org.uk 
– we love new faces!

Doors Open Days happens regionally over 
the different weekends in September.

WEEKEND 1 31ST AUGUST AND 1ST SEPTEMBER

WEEKEND 2 7TH AND 8TH SEPTEMBER

WEEKEND 3 14TH AND 15TH SEPTEMBER

WEEKEND 4 21ST AND 22ND SEPTEMBER

WEEKEND 5 28TH AND 29TH SEPTEMBER

mailto:dod@scottishcivictrust.org.uk
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ABERDEEN CITY, CHRIS CROLY, WEEKEND 2
Q: How and when did you become involved in organising 

Doors Open Days?

A: I’ve organised Doors Open Days in Aberdeen since 2007. 
I’m a historian, and my principal areas of interest are the 
history and archaeology of Aberdeen so I jumped at the 
chance to be involved with the built heritage of the place.

Q: What is your ‘must see’ venue in this year’s programme?

A: Aberdeen’s programme for the 30th anniversary of 
the event in Scotland is a packed one with over 50 
buildings open. There are two ‘must sees’ for this 
year – the North East Scotland College and the Beach 
Ballroom. This year it celebrates its 90th anniversary 
and it holds a special place in the hearts of many 
Aberdonians. They will be offering tours and a rare 
chance to peak behind the scenes.

ABERDEENSHIRE, CLAIRE TIERNEY, WEEKEND 3
Q: How and when did you become involved in organising 

Doors Open Days?

A: I’ve been involved with Doors Open Days within 
Aberdeenshire, on and off for about 15 years.

Q: What is your ‘must see’ venue in this year’s programme?

A: Todhead Lighthouse, if you’re lucky you will spot some 
dolphins.
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ANGUS, GILLIAN BLACK, WEEKEND 3
Q: How and when did you become involved in organising 

Doors Open Days?

A: I’ve been coordinating Doors Open Days for four years, 
as part of my role as Marketing and Events Assistant 
within Economic Development at Angus Council.

Q: What is your ‘must see’ venue in this year’s programme?

A: For 2019 there are some great new venues, including 
a guided tour up the tower of Signal Tower Museum 
in Arbroath which was once the shore station for the 
Bell Rock Lighthouse, alongside favourites such as 
Balmashanner War Memorial and Airlie Monument.

AYRSHIRE, MICHEAL HITCHON, WEEKEND 2
Q: How and when did you become involved in organising 

Doors Open Days?

A: This is my 30th year of organising Doors Open Days 
in Ayrshire! In 1990, John Gerrard, then the Director of 
the Scottish Civic Trust, asked us to try the European 
Heritage Days idea in Ayr. We agreed and Doors Open 
Days soon grew from four venues in Ayr to over 60 
throughout Ayrshire.

Q: What is your ‘must see’ venue in this year’s programme?

A: The 19 Police Cells beneath Ayr Town Hall.
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CLACKMANNANSHIRE, SUSAN MILLS, WEEKEND 5
Q: How and when did you become involved in organising 

Doors Open Days?

A: I have been the Area Coordinator since 2000, 
beginning when I was appointed by Clackmannanshire 
Council as its Museum and Heritage Officer. Since 
2017 I have organised the event as a Trustee of 
Clackmannanshire Heritage Trust.

Q: What is your ‘must see’ venue in this year’s programme?

A: Alva Ice House, where there is much more than meets 
the eye!

DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY, MICK MACLEOD, 
WEEKEND 2
Q: How and when did you become involved in organising 

Doors Open Days?

A: Last year I contacted the Scottish Civic Trust for the 
Creetown Museum to take part in Doors Open Days, 
only to discover that Dumfries and Galloway had no 
coordinator. This year I volunteered to take on the role 
with support from other members of the Dumfries and 
Galloway Museums Network.

Q: What is your ‘must see’ venue in this year’s programme?

A: I think it’s mostly between the battle re-enactments 
planned at Sorbie Tower and the ‘Mostly Ghostly’ tours 
of the Crypt at Crichton Church.
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DUNDEE, FRASER MIDDLETON, WEEKEND 3
Q: How and when did you become involved with 

organising DOD?

A: I’m Secretary of the Dundee Chapter of the Royal 
Incorporation of Architects in Scotland, and coordinate 
Doors Open Days in a voluntary capacity, alongside my 
full-time job as architect.

Q: What is your ‘must see’ venue in this year’s programme?

A: Must see new venues this year include the NCR 
Discovery Centre (a global R&D centre for NCR’s 
banking business) and the PDSA pet hospital for all 
budding vets. Dundee City Archives is giving behind 
the scenes tours to celebrate 50 years. Guided tour of 
Sheriff Court and cells is always a favourite and includes 
Court 1 where William Bury, thought by some to be Jack 
the Ripper was tried and sentenced to death.

DUNOON AND COWAL, JENNY HUNTER, WEEKEND 2
Q: How and when did you become involved in organising 

Doors Open Days?

A: This is my first year as a coordinator, I stepped in when 
we discovered that our local authority had declined 
to run Doors Open Days. I’m the Creative Arts and 
Education Manager for Dunoon Burgh Hall Trust, which 
is a community arts charity based in a historic building.

Q: What is your ‘must see’ venue in this year’s programme?

A: Dunoon Burgh Hall Trust! We will be offering guided 
tours on the heritage of the building. Visitors can find 
out the story behind the Viking stained glass, the 
architectural gems, and why the Burgh Hall was built.
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EAST DUNBARTONSHIRE, ESMEE THOMPSON-
SMITH AND GILLIAN KEALEY, WEEKEND 2
Q: How and when did you become involved in organising 

Doors Open Days?

A: We’re coordinating Doors Open Days for the first time 
this year and really looking forward to it.

Q: What is your ‘must see’ venue in this year’s programme?

A: Kirkintilloch Town Hall will be in the programme for 
the second year, offering a range of exhibitions and 
activities.

EAST RENFREWSHIRE, ERIN BURKE, WEEKEND 3
Q: How and when did you become involved in organising 

Doors Open Days?

A: I’m a Doors Open Days Project Intern at the Scottish 
Civic Trust and excited to be putting together a 
programme for East Renfrewshire. I love that Doors 
Open Days helps create a sense of place and provides 
opportunities to go behind-the-scenes.

Q: What is your ‘must see’ venue in this year’s programme?

A: Whitelee Visitor Centre, located at the UK’s largest 
onshore windfarm, is offering a range of different 
activities. You can explore trails on the grounds by foot, 
cycle or even by horse. There will also be a hands-on, 
interactive exhibition.
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EDINBURGH AND EAST LOTHIAN, LUCY GRAY, 
WEEKEND 5
Q: How and when did you become involved in organising 

Doors Open Days?

A: In 2018, I joined the Cockburn Association as a Doors 
Open Days Intern whilst completing the final year of my 
degree at the University of Edinburgh. In 2019, I took 
over as Doors Open Days Coordinator and I’ve loved 
being here full time!

Q: What is your ‘must see’ venue in this year’s programme?

A: I’m particularly excited for the Keep Scotland Beautiful 
guided walk exploring the social and industrial history 
of Edinburgh’s Union Canal, and to visit Astley Hospital, 
which is participating in Doors Open Days for the first time.

FALKIRK, GEOFF BAILEY, WEEKEND 3
Q: How and when did you become involved in organising 

Doors Open Days?

A: I started coordinating Doors Open Days in the Falkirk 
area in 2007 after the local planning department were 
no longer able to.

Q: What is your ‘must see’ venue in this year’s programme?

A: This year we have the iconic Steeple at Falkirk open 
again, but this time it will have displays telling its curious 
story as a shop, market place, meeting room, prison, 
timepiece, place of execution and a visitor centre.
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FIFE, STEVE LISCOE, WEEKENDS 1, 2 AND 3
Q: How and when did you become involved in organising 

Doors Open Days?

A: I took over from Theresa in 2018 and this is my second 
year organising Doors Open Days in Fife.

Q: What is your ‘must see’ venue in this year’s programme?

A: The most popular venue of recent years in Fife has been 
the 1940s House in Cupar. It is a private residence that 
has been refitted in 1940s décor, complete with furniture, 
fittings, accoutrements, ornaments and groceries. It is 
certainly the one venue that I would make a point of 
visiting, but is usually fully booked in minutes!

GLASGOW, STEPHEN SHERIFF, 16-22 SEPTEMBER
Q: How and when did you become involved in organising 

Doors Open Days?

A: This is my first year working at Glasgow Doors Open Days.

Q: What is your ‘must see’ venue in this year’s programme?

A: There will be several exciting events to celebrate Doors 
Open Days’ 30th anniversary. We’re lucky to be working 
with Glasgow Women’s Library and Our Story Scotland 
on a queer mapping event – not to be missed!
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HIGHLAND, ALISON TANNER, ALL 5 WEEKENDS
Q: How and when did you become involved in organising 

Doors Open Days?

A: The event was previously organised by the Highland 
Council but with budget cuts, the event was axed in 2015. 
Recognising the importance of the event, I stepped in as 
a temporary measure and four years later, here I am!

Q: What is your ‘must see’ venue in this year’s programme?

A: The Inverness Sherriff Court at Inverness Castle for the 
last time ever, and hard hat tours of the new Justice 
Centre for Inverness, due to open in 2020.

INVERCLYDE, SUSAN ROSE, WEEKEND 1
Q: How and when did you become involved in organising 

Doors Open Days?

A: I’ve been doing Doors Open Days for four years now 
and love uncovering the historical sites and points of 
interest. We try to include both new and old buildings.

Q: What is your ‘must see’ venue in this year’s programme?

A: As the birth place of James Watt, famous inventor 
and engineer, this year we are celebrating his life by 
including a tour and trail of landmarks in Greenock, 
linked to our most famous son.
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MIDLOTHIAN, SHEENA DEVLIN, WEEKEND 3
Q: How and when did you become involved in organising 

Doors Open Days?

A: I began assisting a senior colleague with Doors Open 
Days back in 2003 and over time have become more 
and more involved in the process. I’m in the hot seat 
this year as I’m organising the event myself!

Q: What is your ‘must see’ venue in this year’s programme?

A: One of my best memories was taking my son, who was 
13 at the time, to visit Soutra Aisle and at the end of the 
talk he said to me that it was one of the most interesting 
places he’s ever been to! For this reason, I’m choosing 
Soutra Aisle as a highlight from our programme this year.

MORAY, ALAN MACBETH, WEEKEND 4
Q: How and when did you become involved in organising 

Doors Open Days?

A: I’ve been a coordinator of the Moray Doors Open Days 
since 2017, alongside colleague Kirsty Conti who has 
been particularly good at getting interesting old country 
houses to join in with Doors Open Days.

Q: What is your ‘must see’ venue in this year’s programme?

A: The Benriach Distillery, just north of Elgin. This is 
particularly important because Moray sees itself as 
‘Malt Whisky Country’ with around 50 distilleries!
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NORTH LANARKSHIRE, ADAM SMITH, WEEKEND 4
Q: How and when did you become involved in organising 

Doors Open Days?

A: I first became involved as volunteer Doors Open Days 
coordinator for North Lanarkshire in 2016 after North 
Lanarkshire Council decided to withdraw their funding 
and officer resource. I thought it would be a real shame 
if North Lanarkshire was unable to participate in Doors 
Open Days.

Q: What is your ‘must see’ venue in this year’s programme?

A: The Cumbernauld Theatre, taking part for one final time 
before the building closes and the Theatre moves to a 
new purpose-built location nearby, with an opportunity 
for backstage and behind-the-scenes access at a 
fantastic building with an amazing history.

ORKNEY, KIM BURNS, WEEKEND 4
Q: How and when did you become involved in organising 

Doors Open Days?

A: I’m a new coordinator: having heard on the local radio 
station that a volunteer was needed to coordinate 
Doors Open Days in Orkney, I put my name forward.

Q: What is your ‘must see’ venue in this year’s programme?

A: Orkney has seven venues participating this year, the most 
ever. Four in Kirkwall; Orkney Museum, Orkney Wireless 
Museum, East Kirk and Radio Orkney. Deerness Gin 
Distillery, The Fossil Centre and the Stromness Museum 
are also taking part. It’s going to be a really interesting 
weekend for Orkney residents and visitors alike.
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PERTH AND KINROSS, DANIEL POSTMA, 
WEEKEND 2 AND 3
Q: How and when did you become involved in organising 

Doors Open Days?

A: This is my first year as area coordinator for Doors Open 
Days, a role that I picked up in November 2018 when I 
joined Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust.

Q: What is your ‘must see’ venue in this year’s programme?

A: It is impossible to choose really! One thing that does 
jump out, however, is that we teamed up with Perthshire 
Open Studios this year, with several venues providing 
an exhibition space for local artists and makers who 
may not otherwise have found a suitable location.

RENFREWSHIRE, LAUREN KERR, WEEKEND 2
Q: How and when did you become involved in organising 

Doors Open Days?

A: Renfrewshire Council has been taking part in Doors 
Open Days for 27 years! Our events team manage 
this event as part of Renfrewshire’s Event Programme 
throughout the year.

Q: What is your ‘must see’ venue in this year’s programme?

A: The Abbey Drain, an imposing stone vaulted 
construction, was rediscovered in the early 1990s and 
a wealth of fascinating historical detail had been found 
in the silt at the bottom of the drain. A few lucky visitors 
will be lowered into the drain for a tour.
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SCOTTISH BORDERS, MARK DOUGLAS, WEEKEND 3
Q: How and when did you become involved in organising 

Doors Open Days?

A: I lead a team of heritage and design specialists in the 
Council and I’ve been involved in Doors Open Days for 
25 years. We simply could not hold an event without 
support from local civic societies, as we concentrate the 
event each year in and around one town, so this year are 
grateful for the help of the Hawick Archaeological Society.

Q: What is your ‘must see’ venue in this year’s programme?

A: I have selected the Heritage Hub (Archives) because 
it will be the information centre for Doors Open Days. 
It celebrates local heritage and I spent two years of 
my life in project managing its creation!

WEST DUNBARTONSHIRE, JEREMY WATSON, 
WEEKEND 3
Q: How and when did you become involved in organising 

Doors Open Days?

A: I’m a retired architect and the chairman of the local 
Lennox History Society, and I restarted Doors Open 
Days in West Dunbartonshire three years ago.

Q: What is your ‘must see’ venue in this year’s programme?

A: Strathleven House and the Maid of the loch remain 
star attractions.
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THEN AND NOW
The first Doors Open Days happened in Glasgow and Ayr, 
but what has happened to the buildings that took part in 
the last three decades? Discover the good, the bad and the 
unexpected changes that have happened over thirty years 
to some of Scotland’s most important buildings, and access 
interviews with the original Doors Open Days Coordinators, 
John Gerrard and Michael Hitchon, on our website at 
doorsopendays.org.uk.
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EUROPEAN HERITAGE DAYS
The first Doors Open Days – La Journée Portes Ouvertes 
– was held in France by the Ministry of Culture in 1984. The 
Netherlands held their first Open Monumentendag in 1987. 
John Gerrard, then Director of the Scottish Civic Trust, saw the 
scheme operating in the Netherlands, and decided to introduce 
it to Scotland. As a result, Doors Open Days were piloted 
in 1990 in Ayr and Glasgow (then European City of Culture). 
Scotland was thus the first part of the UK to open its doors!

Held in September each year, European 
Heritage Days events – often called 
Heritage Open Days – take place in 
the 50 countries party to the European 
Cultural Convention. During this 
time, doors are opened to numerous 
monuments and sites, allowing Europe’s 
citizens to enjoy free visits and learn 
about their shared cultural heritage 
and encouraging them to become 
actively involved in the safeguard 
and enhancement of this heritage 
for present and future generations.

The common theme for 2019 is arts 
and entertainment, which many venues 
across Scotland are celebrating.
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Thank you to our partners and sponsors:



        doorsopendays        dodscotland        doorsopendaysscotland

#DODscot
#DODscot30

DOORS OPEN DAYS 2019
31ST AUGUST & 1ST SEPTEMBER

Fife East • Highland – Inverness • Inverclyde

7TH & 8TH SEPTEMBER
Aberdeen City (Saturday only) • Argyll & Bute – Dunoon 

and Cowal • Ayrshire • Dumfries and Galloway • East 
Dunbartonshire (Saturday only) • Fife Central • Highland – Black 

Isle • Perth and Kinross • Renfrewshire • South Lanarkshire

14TH & 15TH SEPTEMBER
Aberdeenshire • Angus • Dundee • East Renfrewshire • Falkirk 

• Fife West • Highland Caithness • Midlothian • Perth city • 
Scottish Borders: Hawick (Saturday only) • Stirling • West 

Dunbartonshire (Saturday only) • West Lothian

16TH TO 22ND SEPTEMBER
Glasgow (Monday to Sunday)

21ST & 22ND SEPTEMBER
Highland: Badenoch and Strathspey • Moray (Saturday only) • 

North Lanarkshire • Orkney • 28th & 29th September • Argyll & 
Bute: Rothesay • Clackmannanshire • East Lothian • Edinburgh • 

Highland: other areas • Shetland • Comhairle nan Eilean Siar


