
Doors Open
Days 2018

South Lanarkshire

29-30 September

www.doorsopendays.org.uk

LAYOUT
Doors Open Days logo - front cover.
Scottish Civic Trust and European Heritage Days logos - 
grouped with other sponsors and supporters logos.
Website (www.doorsopendays.org.uk) - front cover preferred
A5 sized leaflet preferred.

LOGOS

DOORS
OPEN
DAYS 20

18

Doors Open Days - for use on front cover

Scottish Civic Trust

European Heritage Days

DOORS
OPEN
DAYS 20

18

MINIMUM SIZE 2CM
(NOT TO SCALE)

WHITE LOGO FOR USE ON 
DARK BACKGROUNDS

Historic Environment Scotland
Please use either their logo or the phrase: “Doors Open 
Days is supported by Historic Environment Scotland.”

INFORMATION
Doors Open Days is a national event run by Scottish Civic 
Trust. Information about the national programme, including 
event listings, can be found at www.doorsopendays.org.uk. 
Doors Open Days and Scottish Archaeology Month take 
place throughout Scotland in September and are part of 
European Heritage Days.

#dodscot

COLOURS

Print c40 m0 y100 k0 c60 m20 y100 k5 c70 m0 y25 k0

Web R170 G207 B55 R199 G157 B0 R35 G185 B194

Web #aacf37 #779d00 #23b9c2

TYPEFACE
PROXIMA NOVA - Typekit
Alternative Word or free font - Montserrat 
(available via www.fontsquirrel.com/fonts/montserrat)

ESSENTIAL

Get into buildings  
this September!

http://www.doorsopendays.org.uk
http://www.doorsopendays.org.uk
http://www.doorsopendays.org.uk


Biggar and Upper Clydesdale 
Museum 
156 High Street, Biggar, ML12 6DH
Architect/Lead Designer: John Saunder, 
Simpson & Brown, Edinburgh
www.biggarmuseumtrust.co.uk 
Saturday 29 September  10am-5pm
Sunday 30 September 1pm-5pm
Biggar and Upper Clydesdale Museum brings 
together items collected over the past 40 
years in a new purpose built museum. It 
explores 14,000 years of rural and small town 
life in Upper Clydesdale and focuses on the 
people who have lived and worked there from 
prehistoric times up to the mid-20th century. 
The objects on display illustrate a small part of 
their ordinary and extraordinary lives.

Although a local museum, the exhibits reflect 
discoveries and objects of national significance 
such as Scotland’s earliest known people, the 
smallest fort in the Roman Empire and Scotland’s 
oldest gun. Here, among other things, you can 
see the reconstructed head of a 4000-year-old 
young man, discover the complex links the area 
has with Mary Queen of Scots and other Scottish 
rulers and wander through a street of mainly 
Victorian shops stocked with items representing 
a century of small town trade. The museum shop 
has an eclectic range of items, many of them of 
local or Scottish origin. The museum has been 
awarded 5 stars by VisitScotland and received a 
Certificate of Excellence on Tripadvisor for 2017 
and 2018. 

Events:
•	 “Hands	on	History”	–	a	family	activity	

exploring and handling items which are 
not usually on display to the public. Travel 
through time and handle objects from our 
collection dating back hundreds of years! Be 
a curator for a day and tell us what you think 
the object is, what it was used for, and how 
old it is. The most interesting findings will be 
featured on our Facebook page.

    
*Please note that the museum is fully wheelchair 
accessible with the exception of some of the 
shops in the recreated Victorian streetscape.  
The disabled w/c has a non-automatic door.

Doors Open Days is Scotland’s largest free festival celebrating heritage and the built 
environment. It offers free access to over a thousand venues across the country throughout 
September each year. South Lanarkshire is delighted to be taking part in the event on the 
weekend	of	29	–	30	September.

For more information on all of South Lanarkshire’s listed venues as well as Doors Open Days 
events taking place throughout Scotland please visit www.doorsopendays.org.uk.

 disabled access  disabled toilets  toilets       

 audio loop   café          parking 
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Castlebank Horticultural Centre
The Old Sawmill Building,  
St Patrick’s Road, Lanark ML11 9EG
Architect: EK:JN Architects
www.lanarktrust.co.uk
Saturday 29 September  10am-5pm
Sunday 30 September  10am-5pm
Castlebank Horticultural Centre is the hub for 
many outdoor events throughout the year. The 
centre is managed by the Lanark Community 
Development Trust and it also acts as a base 
for Lanark in Bloom. The facility, and much of 
Castlebank Park, is maintained by a hard-
working group of volunteers and they are 
always looking for an extra pair of hands to 
help out. The centre is located in Castlebank 
Park, a local landmark that has been the 
subject of several restoration projects in recent 
years, including the renovation of the derelict 
sawmill building into the new Castlebank 
Horticultural Centre Community Hub. Situated 
near the former site of Lanark Castle where the 
Sheriff of Lanark was slain by William Wallace 
in revenge for the murder of Marion Braidfute 
in 1297, Castlebank Park is a large area of 
ground consisting of a children’s play area, 
a swing set, a garden and the Horticultural 
Centre. The gates into the park are even a listed 
building! Visit Castlebank Horticultural Centre 
on 29-30 September to take a look at the newly 
renovated Community Hub and find out about 
all of the exciting opportunities and ways to get 
involved with the project. 

Events: 
•	 Self-guided	tours	of	newly	renovated	

Community Hub 
•	 Self-guided	tours	of	Horticultural	Centre	

growing/planting area 
•	 Fairy	Dell	Trail/quiz	
•	 Learn	about	activities	at	the	centre	and	hub	
•	 Chat	to	current	gardening	volunteers.	
•	 Chat	to	Development	Manager	about	

opportunities for hiring/utilising  
community hub.
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New Lanark World Heritage Site
The Counting House and Carding 
Machine, The Institute, New Lanark 
Mills, New Lanark ML11 9DB
www.newlanark.org 
Saturday 29 September  10am-5pm
Sunday 30 September  10am-5pm
New Lanark is a former 18th century cotton 
spinning mill village located on the banks of 
the Falls of Clyde just under one hour from 
Glasgow and Edinburgh. Today, they are 
recognised as one of Scotland’s six UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites of ‘outstanding universal 
value’ and welcome over 300,000 visitors to 
the site each year. Join New Lanark for Doors 
Open Days this year for a textile-themed tour 
around	the	Counting	House	–	a	building	that	
isn’t normally open to the public! 

Please	note	that	the	rest	of	the	site	will	require	
an	entrance	fee	–	please	visit	 
www.newlanark.org for more information.

Events:
•	 All	staff	and	volunteers	on	site	will	be	in	

historic costume. 
•	 The	carding	machine	will	be	accessible	to	the	

public through a free mini guided tour, which 
will leave once an hour throughout the day. 

•	 The	guide	will	also	take	them	to	see	our	
historic spinning mule which is still in 
production spinning wool into yarn. 

•	 The	first	floor	of	the	counting	house	will	be	
open to the public (please note this does 
not have disabled access). A staff member/ 
volunteer will be on hand to deliver the 
history of the building as people arrive.
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St Brides RC Church
Whitemoss Avenue, East Kilbride  
G74 1NN
Architect: Gillespie, Kid and Coia
www.sbek.org/ 
St_Brides/Welcome.html 
Saturday 29 September  12pm-4pm
Designed by architects Gillespie, Kid and 
Coia and built in 1963, St Brides is one of the 
UK’s finest and most significant post-war 
ecclesiastical buildings. An award-winning 
and	“A-listed”	church,	it	is	visited	by	admirers	
from across the world, but is still at its heart a 
place of worship and a focal point for the parish 
community. Created between 1957-63,  
St Brides was seen as a statement of confidence.

Events: 
•	 Guided	tours	at	1pm	and	2.30pm.	Limited	to	
20	people	–	first	come,	first	served.	Visitors	
welcome at other times. Some areas are only 
accessible with a guide.

•	 Exhibition:	Showing	50	years	of	accumulated	
parish material, including newspaper 
cuttings, a brochure from the opening service 
in 1964, a model of the church made by a 
parishioner all the way to the trowel used to 
cement in the foundation stone.

    

East Kilbride Old Parish Church
9 Montgomery Street, The Village, 
East Kilbride G74 4JS
Architect: James Pollock 1775
www.ekopc.org.uk 

Saturday 29 September 10am-3pm
East Kilbride Old Parish Kirk, in the heart of The 
Village, was confirmed in 1711 by the Bishops 
of Glasgow. The present B-listed structure was 
built by James Pollock and completed in 1775. 
The Scotch Belfry Tower was added in 1818 
by Robert Pollock (no relation). The graveyard 
which surrounds the Kirk was at one time 
the only burial place in the former Kilbryde. 
Most of the burial records are still held by the 
church, with the oldest readable date going 
back to 1712. Amongst the older flat stone 
lairs is that of John and Agnes Hunter, parents 
of the notable East Kilbride surgeons, the 
Hunter brothers. The graveyard is also home to 
the 18th century mausoleum of the Stuart of 
Torrance Family.

Events:
•	 Guided	tours	of	church	and	graveyard
•	Music	and	refreshments	
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aBlantyre Old Parish Church
Craigmuir Road, Blantyre G72 9UA
Built: 1863
www.blantyreoldparish.org.uk
Saturday 29 September  10am-3pm
Sunday 30 September  10am-1pm
Blantyre Old Parish Church is a beautiful church 
building with Rose window, steeple and bell, 
and historical artefacts including the baptism 
bowl used for David Livingstone. A church has 
been on the site for over 450 years.

Events:
•	 Displays,	books	and	artefacts	showing	the	

journey of Protestantism in Blantyre.
•	 There	will	be	individuals	around	who	are	

happy to share their knowledge.
•	 Treasure	Hunt	for	children.
•	 Sunday	worship	is	11-12	noon	-	open	to	all.	

     

Hamilton Sheriff Court
4 Beckford Street, Hamilton ML3 OBT
Architect: John Lamb Murray (1838-1908), 
built	in	1834	–	1900	in	three	stages.
www.scotcourts.gov.uk 
Saturday 29 September 10am-4pm
Hamilton Sheriff Court is an ‘A’ category listed 
building occupied by the Scottish Courts and 
Tribunals Service. It is one of 38 Sheriff Courts 
sitting throughout Scotland and is the third 
busiest Sheriff Court in Scotland. Come along 
and gain a valuable insight into the work of 
our Court. Sample the architecture and history 
of our building which is considered by Historic 
Scotland to be most appropriately recognised 
at category A, denoting national significance.

Events: 
•	Mock	trials	will	be	made	available	to	our	

visitors, including children, providing an 
insight into what can happen in our court 
rooms every day and the roles played by 
judges, lawyers, clerks, court officers, 
custody officers and witness service staff. 

Some light hearted humour makes this both 
a fun and educational event for children to 
participate in.

•	 Building	tours,	including	behind	the	scenes	
tours of our cell area and a prison van. Mock 
trials and children’s activities, including a 
scavenger hunt, word search and colouring in.

     
*please note that some areas have restricted 
disabled access.

www.doorsopendays.org.uk
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Low Parks Museum, 129 Muir Street, 
Hamilton ML3 6BJ
Architect: Original sketch by Alexander, 
10th Duke of Hamilton. Adapted by David 
Hamilton (Architect), finished by David Bryce, 
Edinburgh 1842-1860
www.slleisureandculture.co.uk/
museums 
Sunday 29 September 12pm-4pm
Hamilton Mausoleum was one of the finest 
private tombs in the country, and is now one of 
the town’s most famous buildings. It was built 
as a tomb and monument to Alexander, 10th 
Duke	of	Hamilton,	nicknamed	“El	Magnifico”	
but was incomplete at the time of his death 
in 1852. The chapel has a massive dome, over 
36	metres	high,	magnificent	bronze	doors,	
and a stunning floor made up of different 
marbles from around the world. One of the first 
things you will probably notice, however, is its 
amazing	15-second	echo,	one	of	the	longest	in	
the world! Two huge lion sculptures overlook 
the entrance to the crypt below, where you 
can still see the niches for the bodies of the 
members of the Hamilton family.

Visitors will be able to access all areas of the 
Mausoleum but no guided tours will be offered 
on the day. Visitors are advised to wear warm 
clothing and sturdy footwear and to familiarise 
themselves with the Health and Safety 
guidelines provided at the site.
* All areas of the building will be open but we 
reserve the right to change this at short notice 
due to weather conditions.

http://www.slleisureandculture.co.uk/museums
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If you need this information in another language or format,  
please contact us to discuss how we can best meet your needs.

Phone 0303 123 1015 or Email equalities@southlanarkshire.gov.uk
www.southlanarkshire.gov.uk     
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