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WELCOME
Doors Open Days in the Falkirk area are 
coordinated by the Falkirk Community Trust, 
which would like to express its gratitude 
to all of the owners or agents who, by 
opening their buildings to the public, make 
the Doors Open Days event possible. We 
would also like to acknowledge the support 
of the volunteers who man the venues and 
provide guides. To receive information about 
future Doors Open Days events, send your 
name, email and/or full postal address to 
bookings@falkirkcommunitytrust.org or call 
01324 506 850.

Buildings in Scotland that are not normally 
accessible to the public are opened free of 
charge over weekends during September 
as part of the Doors Open Days scheme. 
The ethos behind the Doors Open Days is 
to provide free and informed access to old 
and new buildings and spaces that you may 
be familiar with and which often provide 
an important component of the landscape. 
Coordinated nationally by the Scottish Civic 
Trust as part of the wider European Heritage Days initiative, Doors Open Days events are 
designed to stimulate interest in the built environment and cultural heritage of the area. 
For a full programme of Doors Open Days events visit www.doorsopendays.org.uk or 
request an area brochure on 0141 248 1188.

Once again we have a range of buildings from all over the Falkirk district providing 
a variety of architectural styles from different periods. This includes two castles, two 
churches, two “prisons,” two places with baths and a monumental burial ground with two 
cast iron obelisks! Two of the buildings were designed by the famous Glasgow architect 
David Hamilton. We are also very grateful to Polmont Young Offenders Institute for 
offering guided tours around the facilities on Sunday 16 September. Due to the obvious 
security implications, arrangements for visiting are subject to controls and did require pre-
booking. All tours are now fully booked. 



Larbert Old Parish Church 
Look out for the stained glass 

Larbert Churchyard 
See the Bruce Monument

Falkirk Steeple  
See the prison cells

Bo’ness Recreation Centre 
See below the swimming pool

Kinneil House  
See the ducal apartments

Falkirk Football Stadium 
Experience the hallowed turf

Falkirk Masonic Temple  
See the fascinating symbolism

Christ Church, Falkirk  
See the rich interior

Polmont Young Offenders Institute  
See a modern institute at work

Historically we have nationally important monuments. 
The Palace at Kinneil was built in the 1550s by James 
Hamilton, second Earl of Arran, who was acting as the 

Regent of Scotland during the minority of Mary Queen 
of Scots. In the following century, even Larbert Church 
got caught up in national politics. King James VI exiled 
Reverend Robert Bruce of Kinnaird to his home parish. 
Bruce naturally started to preach from the pulpit of the 
old semi-deserted church, fulfilling the role of minister 
to the parish. It is said that he attracted large audiences 
of thousands of attendees from all over central Scotland. 
Around 1624 he paid to have the decaying church 
building demolished and a new one constructed in its 
place. Part of it still remains. Larbert Churchyard also has 
the earliest sizeable cast iron funerary monument in the 
world, to commemorate James Bruce, who discovered 
the source of the Nile. The monument was so famous 
that the poet Robert Burns paid a visit to it.

And the week of Saturday September 15th – Sunday 
23rd is BIG ROMAN WEEK. Details of events will be 
found on the websites of the Falkirk Community Trust 
and the Friends of Kinneil, www.bigromanweek.org.uk.  
This year there will be a free conference run by 
Historic Environment Scotland in the central area of 
the Antonine Wall on Saturday 29th September at 
Glenskirlie Hotel, Banknock, Falkirk.
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FALKIRK TOWN CENTREBO’NESS RECREATION CENTRE

The buildings were designed for the sloping site 
in Gauze Road by Alison, Hutchison & Partners in 
1972 for Central Regional Council and opened in 
1976. The exterior features an open scale and platt 
staircase and ramp access to the main entrance 
on the first floor. Described by one architect as a 
“metal box” it has large areas of windows, typical of 
this period. It houses meeting rooms, games rooms 
and a swimming pool, with tennis and football 
pitches outside. These facilities support indoor 
bowling, football, keep fit classes, badminton, the 
50+ club, yoga, squash, and so on.

The main feature is the swimming pool measuring 
25m x 12.5m with six lanes and a large viewing area 
for up to 60 spectators. This allows a wide range 
of water based activities to take place – not just 
swimming, but also synchronised swimming and 
sub-aqua diving.

The pool is set in a thick concrete trough terraced 
into the hill slope with most of it set above ground 
on a supporting frame. Some water leaches though 
the concrete, carrying with it calcium, to form small 
stalactites on the outer face.  

Even though the water comes from the mains it is 
filtered in large containers to remove small particles 
and chemically treated to kill bacteria and remove 
parasites like Cryptosporidium. Infamously chlorine 
is added, find out why and how. This is an unusual 
opportunity to see the swimming pool from below 
and hear about the requisite treatment and its plant.

Due to the restricted spaces involved there is no 
wheelchair access and visits will be by conducted tours. 

Courtesy of Falkirk Community Trust & the 
management of the Recreation Centre.

Location:   Bo’ness Recreation Centre, 1 Gauze 
Rd, Bo’ness. EH51 9QB.

Parking:   Ample parking in the centre’s own 
car park.

Opening:   On the hour from 10.00am until 
4.00pm on the Saturday and Sunday. 

Café: Special offers on the day
Toilets: Available
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FALKIRK TOWN CENTRECALLENDAR HOUSE ARCHIVES

In the west wing of Callendar House lies the 
Searchroom for Falkirk Archives, providing access 
during the week to the collections relating to the 
Falkirk area and its people. 

It is located in the oldest part of the house. When 
the Forbes family was in residence it was used as 
a library whilst the adjacent archival storage area 
was a ladies’ parlour. The current design of the 
library dates from 1830 and was created by David 
Hamilton, who also designed the Steeple and 
Larbert Church. It has original oak panelled walls 
with an elegant barrel-vaulted ceiling. The wood 
is said to be from the family estates in the south 
of Scotland. A large mirror at one end reflects the 
repeated rectangular shapes of the bronze screens 
and coffering of the ceiling, thereby exaggerating 
the length of the narrow room. The room is north 
facing which helps to keep the contents cool, both 
in Forbes’ time and ours, as well as contributing to 
the visual mood of the room.

This specific weekend opening is also part of the 
Big Roman Week and there will be a special display 

of some of the antiquarian reports and drawings 
related to the Antonine Wall. Mungo Buchanan was 
a draughtsman with the Falkirk Iron Company, and 
his record of work at Camelon, Rough Castle and 
Castlecary, is essential to our understanding of the 
Roman frontier.

Callendar House is open free throughout the year and 
has permanent displays of Roman material, as well as 
a large late 18th century kitchen and beautiful grounds.

Courtesy of Falkirk Community Trust.

Location:   Callendar House, Callendar Park, 
Falkirk, FK1 1YR.

Opening: Saturday 12-4.00pm.
Parking:   Car parks in the Park (disabled 

parking adjacent to the House).
Disabled  
Access:  Fully accessible.
Café: Award winning Tearoom in the House.
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FALKIRK TOWN CENTREFALKIRK FOOTBALL STADIUM

Falkirk Stadium is home to the Scottish 
Championship club, Falkirk FC, and has a capacity 
of 7,937.

Work began on building the stadium in 2003 
after Brockville Park, the club’s town centre 
home since 1885, was sold and demolished. The 
new stadium was opened in 2004 with the main 
stand completed. It was designed by Falkirk 
Council architects and constructed by Mowlem. 
The main façade faces west towards the town 
and is dominated by four apsidal metal sheeted 
stairwells and horizontal bands of powder blue-
tinted windows. The north and south stands were 
built and opened in 2005 and 2009 respectively.

The project of building the stadium started as 
a partnership between Falkirk Football Club 
and Falkirk Council who set up the Falkirk 
Community Stadium Ltd. Falkirk’s first ever 
game at the stadium was a friendly in July 
2004 against Dundee resulting in a 2–1 defeat 
(but we don’t mention that).

The second stand to the north of the pitch 
has a capacity of 2,000 and its completion 
brought the stadium’s capacity to over the 
Scottish Premier League’s 6,000 seating 
criteria, meaning Falkirk was allowed automatic 
promotion from the First Division. The stand 
received its safety certificate in late March 
2005, shortly before the SPL’s deadline.

An artificial playing surface was installed at 
the stadium in June 2013. In 2016 Lowland 
Football League side Stirling University FC 
started playing their home matches at the 
ground, having moved from Stirling Albion’s 
Forthbank Stadium. Likewise, in April 2018 it 
was announced that East Stirlingshire would 
begin playing their home matches at the Falkirk 
Stadium from the start of the 2018–19 season. 
The club had previously played in the town 
at Firs Park until 2008, before spending a 
decade ground-sharing with Stenhousemuir at 
Ochilview Park.

Courtesy of Falkirk Football Club.

Location:   Falkirk Stadium, 4 Stadium Way, 
Falkirk FK2 9EE.

Opening:   Sunday – due to team training tours 
are subject to availability – please 
check www.doorsopendays.org.uk 
for last moment details.

Parking:   Large car park in front of the main façade.
Disabled  
Access:  Wheelchair access to all areas.
Café:  Westfield Café in the Stadium is open 

10.00am – 4.00pm.
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CHRIST CHURCH

Designed by R Rowand Anderson in a relatively 
plain Gothic style and completed in 1864, 
the exterior of this church belies the homely 
extravagance of the polychrome interior. 

It is lined with yellow-brown glazed bricks with 
red bands three bricks deep. The window arches 
and chamfered sills are also red and the chancel 
has square moulded tiles. A panelled oak dado 
extends round the whole interior. The nave has an 
open scissor truss roof; whilst the ceiling of the 
chancel is painted pale blue with stencilled stars.  
The chancel arch springs from attached pillars 
that stand on carved corbels with naturalistic 
foliage. Within the arch is set a wrought iron 
screen of 1897, made by the Carron Company. It 
was heavily pruned in the 1960s and the cross 
that surmounted it was suspended from the arch.

In the Lady Chapel there is a wooden altar 
dedicated to those of the congregation who fell in 
the First World War with front panels painted with 
scenes from the life of Christ. Hinged side panels 
have been added with the names of those who 
died in the Second World War. This was the first 
war memorial to be erected in Falkirk. Stained glass 
colours the light streaming in through the windows.

Courtesy of Christ Church.

Location:   Christ Church, 55 Kerse Rd, Falkirk. 
FK1 1RX.

Opening:   Saturday 10.00am – 4.30pm, Sunday 
12.30 - 4.30pm.

Parking:   Use the town’s car parks.
Disabled  
Access:   Wheelchair access to the nave and aisle
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FALKIRK TOWN CENTRELARBERT PARISH CHURCH

Set beside the River Carron, the present church 
is a prominent landmark and dominates the 
skyline for miles around. The church opened 
in 1821 at a cost of £4,400. Its architect, David 
Hamilton, also designed Falkirk Steeple. The 
style is Gothic with prominent crocketed finials 
on the corner buttresses and the west tower. The 
tower contains the main entrance and opens into 
a vaulted vestibule from which stairs rise to right 
and left to the gallery landings.

Between the stepped buttresses are tall 
traceried windows, many of which now contain 
stained glass. The styles are varied and well 
worth a visit in their own right.

The approach from the main road is between 
chamfered sandstone gatepiers with crenellated 
polished ashlar caps and decorative cast-iron 
gas lamp fittings. 

On the left is a pink granite marble fountain 
with a shallow bowl on a turned circular plinth, 
presented in 1923. On the right is the 1905 hall, 
designed by P. MacGregor Chalmers.

Courtesy of the congregation of Larbert Old Church.

Location:   Larbert Old Church, Denny Road, 
Larbert FK5 3AB.

Opening :  Saturday 10.00am – 4.30pm, Sunday 
12.30 - 4.30pm.

Parking:  Large car park beside the church.
Disabled  
Access:  Wheelchair access.
Toilets:  Toilets available in the church hall.
Café:  Tea and biscuits in the church hall.
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FALKIRK TOWN CENTRELARBERT PARISH CHURCHYARD

Adjacent to the parish church is a burial ground whose 
magnificent monuments neatly illustrate the advent 
of the Industrial Revolution in Scotland. They are 
dominated by those relating to the Carron Ironworks, 
which was established in 1759. The large edifices to 
its managers range from an Italianate tomb (restored 
this year), to a huge urned column and a mock Roman 
temple. Cast iron features strongly throughout the 
graveyard with elaborate railings and obelisks.

The Carron Enclosure contains beautiful examples 
of public art, including two tombs designed by John 
Hutchison of Edinburgh, one of the most famous 
Scottish sculptors of the late 19th century.

In its own separate enclosure stood the earliest cast iron 
funerary obelisk anywhere in the world. It commemorates 
James Bruce, discoverer of the source of the Nile and 
a descendent of Reverend Robert Bruce of Kinnaird 
referred to in this brochure under Larbert Church. 

“ James Bruce Esq of Kinnaird,/Who died on 
the 27th of April 1794,/In the 64th year of his 
age/His life was spent performing/usefull, and 
Splendid actions/He explored many distant 
regions. / He discovered the fountains of the 
Nile./He traversed the deserts of Nubia.”

The monument was so famous that Roberts Burns 
paid a visit to it.

Guided tours will be conducted during the 
Saturday of the opening of Larbert Parish Church. 

The tours will take in many fascinating aspects 
of local as well as national history, and of art. 
The former includes an explosion at the Carron 
Ironworks and ice on the work’s dams. The latter 
includes some idiosyncratic poetry set in stone, as 
well as statues by leading sculptors.

Doors Open Day
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FALKIRK STEEPLE

Completed in 1814 according to designs by David 
Hamilton of Glasgow, the Steeple is the iconic 
landmark of the town. 140ft tall, it has four stages 
– the bottom being severe Florentine; the second 
Greek Doric; the third or clock chamber Italianate; 
and the belfry Ionic. It was constructed to house the 
town’s bell and clock, as well as containing temporary 
lockups. The design was a reflection of civic pride. 
The original Steeple on the site was erected in 
1697 and was the first building to be owned by the 
Stentmasters – the precursor of the town council.

The building has just been completely refurbished as 
part of the Townscape Heritage Initiative and this will 
be your opportunity to see the results. Its future use 
is still to be determined. During this weekend there 
will be an opportunity to inspect the two prison cells 
(lockups). These retain their original reinforced doors 
and traces of the iron cladding of both the ceilings 
and the floors. People had escaped from the previous 
tolbooth, but this was not going to happen here! 
Please note that access is to the first and second 
floors of the building only, by a small spiral staircase.  
You will need to be able to ascend and descend 
the stairs. We reserve the right to refuse access in 
reasonable circumstances. 

Booking is recommended in order to avoid 
disappointment – free at the Box office.

To enable it to open to the public, work on the 
building has been supported by the Falkirk 
Townscape Heritage Initiative. Further work is in 
train to provide interpretation for the interior.

Open courtesy of Falkirk Council, Falkirk 
Community Trust & Falkirk Local History Society.

Location:   Falkirk Steeple, High Street, Falkirk. 
FK1 1NW.

Opening:   Saturday 10.00am - 4.30pm, Sunday 
12.30-4.30pm. Booking essential – 
see the introduction.

Parking:   Car parks are available in the town 
centre.

Disabled  
Access:   None. Access is by a spiral stair.
Toilets:   Public toilets are available in the 

Howgate Shopping Centre, about 
150m away



Doors Open Day

KINNEIL HOUSE

Set within a carefully designed park landscape 
Kinneil House or Palace was built for James 
Hamilton the second Earl of Arran when he was the 
Protector and Governor of Scotland from 1542 to 
1554 during the minority of Mary, Queen of Scots.

It still houses the best 16th and 17th century murals 
in Scotland. The bed chamber is now known as 
the Arbour room and the painting is full of foliage, 
scrolls and animals. This was later painted over 
in imitation of wainscoting and a coffered ceiling 
containing the 1621 coat of arms of Arran. The 
withdrawing chamber has a number of biblical 
scenes on the walls, notably the Good Samaritan.

Last year access was created to extra rooms in 
the residential wing and to the ground floor of the 
tower house – meaning there is even more to see!

In 1677 Anne Duchess of Hamilton began a 
programme of renovation, producing the house and 
grounds as they appear today. 

By the late 18th century the house was being let. 
Dr John Roebuck lived here 1764-94 and invited 
James Watt to perfect his separate condenser 
in the grounds. Dugald Stewart the philosopher 
was another famous tenant 1809-1828 and has a 
memorial on Calton Hill in Edinburgh.

The grounds are also the setting for events 
connected with the Roman Week, which runs 
from 15th to 23rd September. Roman activities 
for the family occur on the Saturday that the 
House is open. The Antonine Wall runs close to 
the House and the remains of a Roman fortlet 
can be seen. There is also a 12th century church. 
Kinneil Museum, located in the old coachhouse, 
is open from 12.00-4.00pm. Free tickets for 
tours of the House will be available on the day 
from the Museum.

Courtesy of Historic Scotland and the Friends 
of Kinneil.

Location:   Kinneil House, Kinneil Estate, Provost 
Rd, Falkirk. EH51 0PR.

Opening:  Saturday 12.00 - 4.00pm (last 
admission 3.30pm).

Parking:  n the park.
Disabled  
Access:   Wheelchair user access to ground 

floor only.
Toilets:  available.
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FALKIRK TOWN CENTREFALKIRK MASONIC LODGE

In 1903 Lint Riggs was reconstructed using 
design parameters laid down by burgh engineer 
David Ronald and it is consequently the most 
architecturally consistent street in the area with 
a Continental feel. The dominant building is the 
Masonic Temple with its classical Corinthian 
style under a balustrade. It is the only Masonic 
Temple in the district and was completed in 
1906 for Lodge Callendar No.588, the second 
lodge of freemasons to be established in the 
town. The internal decoration and furnishing is 
very interesting, especially the five outstanding 
painted windows with their floral patterns; each 
represents a Principal Office Bearer namely 
- The Right Worshipful Master in the centre 
flanked on either side by the Worshipful Senior 
and Junior Wardens. 

The two Wardens are flanked on their other 
side by windows representing the Senior and 
Junior Deacons.

All in all this is an exceptional masonic lodge building. 

Courtesy of Lodge Callendar No. 588.

Location:   Masonic Lodge, Lint Riggs, Falkirk. 
FK1 1JN.

Opening:   Saturday 10.00am – 4.30pm, Sunday 
12.00 - 4.30pm.

Parking:   Use the town’s car parks.
Disabled  
Access:   Aided wheelchair user access to 

principal floor by the churchyard of 
Falkirk Trinity Church.


