
     
1

Stirling’s 
Doors Open Days 
& Archaeology Month
Sat 16th & Sun 17th September 2017
with events throughout September

All Completely Free

Celebrating 23 Years of 
Doors Open Day in Stirling 

Part of European Heritage Days
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Doors Open Days and Archaeology Month are family friendly and all 
completely free of charge for you to enjoy, no matter how old you are. 
This year we are celebrating 23 years of Doors Open Day in Stirling. 
We hope you enjoy visiting the many wonderful buildings which are 
opening their doors this year and all the exciting and varied events 
organised for Archaeology Month. Look out for the blue banners / 
balloons on participating buildings.

Doors Open Days and Scottish Archaeology Month (both supported 
by Historic Environment Scotland www.historicenvironment.scot), are 
Stirling’s contribution to European Heritage Days, which take place 
throughout Europe each September. 

European Heritage Days have been happening annually since 1999, they 
were launched by the Council of Europe in 1991 and are now run by the 
Council of Europe and the European Commission. This year hundreds of 
thousands of people in throughout the signatory States of the European 
Cultural Convention will celebrate Europe’s cultural heritage. 

Doors Open Days and Archaeology Month, as part of European 
Heritage Days, highlight local skills and traditions, the history of an area, 
architecture and works of art, but the broader aim is to bring citizens 
together in harmony even though there are differences in cultures and 
languages. 

For further information on European Heritage Days please go to 
www.ehd.coe.int

Doors Open Days in neighbouring areas;
East Dunbartonshire – 9th September
Falkirk - 16th & 17th September
North Lanarkshire – 16th & 17th September 
Perth & Kinross – 16th & 17th September
Clackmannanshire – 23rd & 24th September
South Lanarkshire – 30th & 1st October
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1. Secrets of the Old Town
Tuesday 5th September, 12.00 noon – 2.00pm

Meet outside Central Library Corn Exchange, FK8 2HX

Explore Scotland’s best preserved Medieval City, steeped in blood and 
battles with Dr Murray Cook, Stirling Council’s Archaeologist. Duration 
2 hours. Easy going but steep hills.  

Booking essential, contact Murray Cook cookm@stirling.gov.uk

2. John De Graham’s Castle 
and Kirk o’Muir Cemetery
Wednesday 6th to 12th September, 

10.00am - 4.00pm 

Carron Valley, FK7 9QX

John De Graham, who died at the 
Battle of Falkirk in 1298 was Wallace’s 
loyal companion, and fought with at Stirling Bridge in 1297. His castle 
is in the Carron Valley, join us in the first archaeological research 
into this amazing site. We are offering free training places on metal 
detection of the Castle and excavation at the contemporary kirk and 
cemetery. 

Learn to metal detect: 6th and 7th September

Get your hands dirty, learn to be an archaeologist 8th, 9th, 10, 11th and 
12th September.

Booking essential for the metal detection contact Murray Cook 

cookm@stirling.gov.uk

Please feel free to pop along for a look!
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3. Balfron Cemetery
Friday 8th September, 2.00 -3.00pm

Meet at the Clachan Tree, The Clachan, Balfron, G63 0SY

From the Abbot of Innchaffrey to Waterloo and Greek Thompson, 
Balfron is one of Stirling’s most historic and oft overlooked cemeteries. 
A guided tour of the lovely little gem by the wonderful Pat Thompson, 
doyenne of all things Balfronny! Duration 1 hour, easy going and 
relaxed. 

Booking essential, Contact Balfron Heritage Society, Pat Thomson, 
keirhill@globalnet.co.uk

4. In Wallace’s Footsteps!
Monday 11th September, 12.00 noon - 
2.00pm

Meet Legends Café, National Wallace 
Monument, Causewayhead, FK9 5LF

Explore The Battle of Stirling Bridge on the 
Anniversary of Wallace’s most famous victory, 
with Dr Murray Cook, Stirling Council’s 
Archaeologist. Duration 2 hours, some rough 
ground and lots of steps, wear appropriate 
clothes. 

Booking essential, contact Murray Cook cookm@stirling.gov.uk
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5.  Kirk of the Holy Rude
Thursday 14th September, 12.00 - 12:30pm; 12:30 - 1.00pm

Church of the Holy Rude, St John Street, FK8 1EA

An extremely rare chance to explore the Kirk’s medieval tower: from 
James IVth to Cromwell!! 

NB there are lots of steps. Booking essential, contact Murray Cook 
cookm@stirling.gov.uk

6.  Blair Drummond House
Saturday 16th September, 1.00-4.00pm

Cuthil Brae, Blair Drumond, FK9 4UT, take 
the access road marked to Cuthill Brae, near 
Kincardine Parish Church, off the A84 between 
Stirling and Doune.

This is your opportunity to access parts of this wonderful house, 
grounds and gardens and find out more about who the people are, 
what they do and their future plans for the Category B Listed Blair 
Drummond House and gardens. Tea, coffee and home baking and 
many items made in the kitchens, craft workshops and gardens will 
be available (all funds go to Camphill). Children and families are most 
welcome, this is an opportunity for children to visit the small farm 
and enjoy the new activity trail and flying fox. Visitors can meet the 
people who live and work at Camphill Blair Drummond, ask questions 
and participate in guided tours of the house (lasting 30 minutes) and 
gardens (also 30 minutes).  

  Limited disabled access to main        
  building due to stairs.
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7.  Bridge of Allan Parish Church 
Saturday 16th September, 

11.00am – 4.00pm

12 Keir Street, Bridge of Allan FK9 4NP

Another fabulous B Listed building!  Why not come along, complete the 
Parish Church Trail and learn about the history of this prominent church.  
There will be tours of the building at 1.00pm and 3.00pm, tours will be 
expected to last 3o minutes.

Limited disabled access.  

8. Bruce Memorial Church
Saturday 16th September, 10.00am - 12.00noon

Sunday 17th September, 11.00am - 12.00noon (church service 
only)

St Ninian’s Road, Cambusbarron FK7 9NU

Designed by McLuckie and Walker and 
built in 1910, this Art Nouveau Gothic 
church was originally a United Free Church. 
Come and visit this attractive church 
at the heart of the beautiful village of 
Cambusbarron and discover its historic 
connection with Robert the Bruce - you 
could even visit the nearby Bruce’s Well. 
On Saturday morning the church will be 
open for visitors to look around and find 
out what the church is doing today. On 
Sunday everyone is welcome to come and see the church in action! 
The service, with a blend of traditional and contemporary worship, will 
be led by the minister Rev. Graham Nash, with teas and coffees in the 
hall afterwards. For more information visit 

www.cambusbarronchurch.org or find on Facebook. 

Disabled access to ground floor
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9. Carbeth, a Century of Scottish Hutting
Saturday 16th September, 1.00 – 3.00pm

Sunday 17th September, 1.00 – 3.00pm

Carbeth Inn, Stockiemuir Road, Carbeth G63 9AY     

Book your place on a guided tour through the Carbeth estate to 
view the many diverse types of ‘huts’ and learn about the evolution 
and history of the Carbeth Hutters Community Company. Meet at 
1.00 at the rear of the Carbeth Inn for 1.15 departure and 2.45 return. 
You will be escorted to the Community Hut prior to the tour and will 
return there afterwards for refreshments. Walking shoes/boots and 
weatherproof clothing are advisable. See http://www.thousandhuts.
org/  for more information about Hutting in Scotland. Booking is 
essential and places are limited - places must be booked before 5pm 
on Tuesday 12th September. To book call 01786 233 670. 

Very limited disabled access due to rough ground. 

10.  Church of the Holy Rude
Saturday 16th September, 11.00am -12.30pm

Sunday 17th September, 11.00noon - 3.30pm 

St John’s Street, Stirling FK8 1ED

This towering Church of the Holy Rude is 
Category A Listed. It has played an important 
part in Stirling’s history and is one of Stirling’s 
most important and imposing historic buildings. 
Come and visit this beautiful church and take a 
walk around one of the most historic kirkyards 
in Scotland. A free Walkround Guide is available (English only)
 

Disabled access to church only, no disabled access to kirkyard.
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11. Cowane’s Hospital 
Sunday 17th September, 

10.00am – 4.00pm

49 St John Street, Stirling FK8 1ED

Come and visit this amazing Category A Listed building set in its 
own little designed landscape and see if you can tell the time on the 
Category B Listed sundial in the grounds. Dated 1639, Cowane’s was 
originally built as an almshouse and has had a long and interesting 
history with many uses throughout it’s time. In the hall there will be 
a short history talk on the hour and don’t miss some live music from 
Fergus Wood. 

Disabled access to ground floor.

12. Gargunnock Parish Church
Saturday 16th September, 10.00am – 4.00pm 

Manse Brae, Gargunnock FK8 3BQ

New to Doors Open Days! This Category B Listed building dates 
from 1774, it stands above the steep bank of the Gargunnock Burn 
overlooking the centre of the village. It is a very characterful stone 
church from the outside, with a number of entrances, on the interior it 
has the internal arrangement of a ‘preaching kirk’. 

Limited disabled access. 
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13. Holy Trinity Scottish Episcopal Church
Saturday 16th September, 
10.00am – 4.00pm
Sunday 17th September, 
12.00noon – 4.00pm

Albert Place, Stirling FK8 2RG

This Category A Listed building, one of famous Scottish architect Sir 
Robert Rowand Anderson’s most distinctive churches, is little altered 
since consecration in 1878. There are many original fittings and it is 
noted particularly for the high-quality stained glass windows and 
range of military memorials, including the carved war memorial in the 
Memorial Chapel. There will be a small exhibition on the life and work 
of St Ninian of Whithorn. Tours will be offered to visitors on arrival.

Disabled access.   

14. Kippen Boatyard
Saturday 16th September, 

2.00 – 5.00pm

Sunday 11th September, 

2.00 – 5.00pm                                                                                                                               

Shigarton Lane, off Fore Road, Kippen FK8 
3EA

New to Doors Open Days! Kippen boat builders, James & Niven Miller, 
started building clinker boats and then lifeboats here in 1937, after 
moving to Kippen from St Monans in Fife. Boats were fully built and 
fitted out in Kippen before being transported to Greenock. A variety of 
artefacts can still be seen. 

Limited disabled access.
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15.  Kippen Parish Church
Saturday 16th September, 

2.00 – 5.00pm

Sunday 17th September, 

2.00 – 5.00pm

Fore Road, Kippen FK8 3DT

New to Doors Open Days! This Category B Listed red sandstone 
building that sits proudly within well-tended grounds is well worth 
getting inside. It dates from1825 and was enlarged in 1928. Come 
along in and meet local historian, Tom Begg, who will be giving talks 
throughout the afternoon. 

Disabled access.

16. Kippen Smiddy
Saturday 16th September, 

2.00 – 5.00pm

Sunday 17th September, 

2.00 – 5.00pm

Rennie’s Loan, Kippen FK8 3DX 

This Category C Listed range of buildings dates to the late 1700s. 
The Rennie family were the Kippen blacksmith’s for nearly 200 years. 
Andrew was the last in the family to work there and was there until 
his death in 1985. The smithy is now owned by the National Trust for 
Scotland. 

Limited disabled access.
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17. Lecropt Kirk
Sunday 17th September, 

2.00 – 4.00pm

Bridge of Allan FK9 4NB (entrance to car park is ¼ of a mile west 
from Bridge of Allan and ¾ of a mile from junction 11 of A9/M9 Keir 
roundabout) 

This outstanding Category A Listed church is still visible above the 
trees from the M9. It dates from 1826 and was designed by William 
Stirling. Delightful when approached from the front this church, in its 
lovely setting, this building really needs to be seen from the inside as 
well as out.  

Disabled access.

18. Leighton Library
Saturday 16th September, 

11.00am - 3.00pm

Sunday 17th September 

11.00 - 3.00pm

The Cross, Dunblane FK15 0QA

Set in the centre of the lovely Historic 
Dunblane and dating from 1684, the Category 
A Listed Leighton is the oldest purpose-
built library still in existence in Scotland. This 
building has a very well preserved interior 
and retains many interesting furnishings and 
features largely intact, as well as a large collection of books. Talk to the 
friendly volunteers and learn all about the history of this wonderful old 
building.

Unfortunately no disabled access due to forestairs.
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19. Macrobert Arts Centre
Sunday 17th September, 

12.00noon - 4.00pm

Queen’s Court, University of Stirling, FK9 4LF

Come along for a fun afternoon for all the family. Take the chance to go 
behind the scenes for a backstage tour (booking advisable, see below 
to avoid disappointment). Or come along to the Arts Drop-in Workshop, 
giving families the opportunity to get creative with a selection of arts and 
crafts. To book your place on a tour contact 01786 466 666 or visit http://
macrobertartscentre.org/whatson/ 

Disabled access .

20. Mugdock Castle
Saturday 16th September 

2.00pm - 5.00pm

Sunday 17th September 

2.00 - 5.00pm

Craigannal Road, Milngavie FK15 7NZ located within Mugdock Country 
Park. 

Mugdock Castle is set in one of Scotland’s most popular visitor attractions. 
A fabulous site to visit with a lovely setting to go for a walk in afterwards. 
This ruinous Category A Listed castle dates from the 1300’s, although 
nobody knows how old it actually is. The Castle was originally four-sided 

and its four towers were connected by a curtain 
wall, it still has an impressive four-storey tower 
and curtain wall. 

Unfortunately there is no access to the tower.
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21. Port of Menteith Parish Church 
Saturday 16th September 1.00 - 5.00pm

Sunday 17th September 1.00 - 5.00pm

FK8 3RA on the B8034 next to the Lake Hotel.

The church is situated on raised ground on the north-east edge of Lake of 
Menteith in the small hamlet of Port of Menteith There has been a church 
on this site for centuries. This early Gothic, rubble-built rectangular church 
dates from 1876-8 and was designed by the architect John Honeyman. 
The graveyard contains mainly graves from the 1800s and a few older 
slabs dating from the 1600s.The Graham of Gartmore Mausoleum, also 
Category B Listed, is situated in the churchyard.

Unfortunately there is no disabled access.

22. St. Andrews Scottish 
Episcopal Church Callander
Sunday 17th September, 

2.00 - 4.30pm

Leny Road, Callander FK17 8AL

This most attractive Category B Listed 
Gothic church, dates from 1857, and was 
designed by J., W.H. & J.M. Hay. The church is setback to the rear of its 
plot with a lawned area and large cedar tree with a sweeping driveway 
from the south-east. 

Disabled access.
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23. St Columba’s Church of Scotland
Saturday 16th September 

10.00am - 12noon & 2.00 - 4.00pm (see below for what’s on)

Sunday 17th September 

2.00 – 4.00pm

Park Terrace, Stirling FK8 2NA

Category B Listed, this prominent church dates from 1902. Originally, 
the tower was supposed to be topped by a crown similar to that on 
the Wallace Monument but funds ran out and it was finished with a 
castellated parapet instead. The bell was originally rung by rope but 
now an electric motor drives the bell clapper. This year there is an 
opportunity - for those who are able-bodied, strong and brave enough 
- to climb part of the way up the tower and see the church bell. Access is 
from main vestibule up stone and then very narrow and steep wooden 
steps, followed by a very steep ladder. There are 80 steps from bottom to 
top. 

Saturday 10.00am - 12.00noon coffee morning and church open only.

Saturday & Sunday 2.00 - 4.00pm 
church and tower open. Places for the 
tower will be limited and please be 
prepared to queue. 

Disabled access - but not to tower.
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24.  St Mary’s Episcopal Church, Aberfoyle
Saturday 16th September 

10.00am - 6.00pm

Sunday 17th September 

1.00 - 3.00pm; 4.00 - 6.00pm

Main Street, Aberfoyle FK8 3UJ

This Category C Listed building dates from 1893-4 and was designed 
by James Miller in a simple Gothic Arts and Crafts style. The main 
contractor for the Buchlyvie-Aberfoyle railway, Hugh Kennedy, was 
also the contractor for the building of the church. Come along and 
have a tour of this stunning building. The building will be closed for 
viewing between 3.00 and 4.00pm on the Sunday as a  concert is being 
performed.

Disabled access.

25.  St Saviour’s Church, 
Bridge of Allan
Saturday 16th September

11.00am - 4.00pm

Fountain Road, Bridge of Allan FK9 4AT

Well worth a visit, this Category B Listed 
church was originally constructed in 1857, possibly designed by John 
Henderson and enlarged by Alexander Ross. This is a charming red 
sandstone building and is directly across the street from Bridge of 
Allan Parish Church. With lots of lovely internal details, the stained glass 
windows alone are worth seeing. There will be a tour at 2.00pm, lasting 
approximately 30 minutes. 

Limited disabled access. 
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26.  Stirling & District 
Embroiderer’s Guild
Saturday 16th September 

1.00 - 4.00pm

Blair Drummond House, Cuthil Brae, Blair Drummond FK9 4UT, 
take the access road marked to Cuthil Brae, near Kincardine Parish 
Church, off the A84 between Stirling and Doune.  

New to Doors Open Days! This year we are welcoming the 
Embroiderer’s Guild into Blair Drummond House, where there will 
be a small display of some of their recent work. There will also be 
live demonstrations off the main hall where visitors can learn more 
about embroidery and the Guild’s activities and meetings. 

Limited disabled access to main building due to stairs.

27.  Stirling Fire Station
Saturday 16th September 

10.00am - 3.00pm

Raploch Road, Stirling, FK8 1TH 

One of Stirling’s most popular Doors Open Days attractions! Visitors 
will be able to take a tour, ask fire fighters questions, see the big, 
red fire engines and other specialist equipment and learn about 
Community Safety and Home Fire Safety Visits. Tours will start every 
half hour (last tour starts 2.30) and will last approximately 30 – 45 
minutes. 

The station will be operational throughout the Doors Open Days 
and visitors may get a safe opportunity to watch the fire personnel 
responding to an incident! In the 
event of an emergency Specialist 
Community Fire Safety Staff 
will remain at the station with 
visitors.

Disabled access to yard.  
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28. Stirling Observatory at the Highland Hotel
Saturday 16th September, 7.00pm - 9.30pm

Sunday 17th September, 7.00pm - 9.30pm

The Stirling Highland Hotel, Spittal Street, Stirling, FK8 1DU

The building housing copper-domed observatory tower is Category A 
Listed and dates to 1887-90. It was converted to hotel 1990. Telescope 
viewing will be provided by Stirling Astronomical Society members. 
Group tours of up to 10 people will last approximately 30 minutes. This 
is a popular event so you may have to queue but the hotel has kindly 
provided a room where you can watch a digital presentation. If you 
aren’t bringing children please try to come after 8.00pm.  

No disabled access to Observatory - but those unable to climb stairs 
may enjoy the digital presentation. 

29.  Stirling Sherriff Court
Saturday 16th September 

10.00am - 4.00pm

Viewfield Place, Stirling FK8 1NH 

A great family venue and always popular 
with all ages! This impressive Gothic/early 
Renaissance Sheriff Court building opened 
in 1875. Visit the courtrooms and learn about 
the justice system, take a tour of the cells but 
behave or you may get locked in! Experienced 
staff will tell you about the history of the 
Sheriff Court and happens inside. A particular 
favourite with parents, especially if their children are misbehaving! Tours 
of the Court building will be available for small groups as and when 
required, tours will last approximately 30 minutes. 

Disabled access. 
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30.  Stirling Youth Hostel
Sunday 17th September 

10.00am - 2.00pm

St John Street, Top of the Town, Stirling FK8 1EA

Did you know that Stirling’s Youth Hostel is one of the most popular 
hostels in Scotland? Grab the opportunity to explore this former Erskine 
Marykirk Church, which dates right back to 1824.  Did you also know 
that this Category B Listed Building is a façade retention? 

The original building was destroyed in a fire some years ago now and 
only the front is original. This is a great base for discovering the Stirling 
area. For more information about the Scottish Youth Hostel Association 
visit http://www.syha.org.uk/

Limited disabled access. 

31.  Stirling Tolbooth
Saturday 16th September 

10.00am - 4.00pm

Jail Wynd, Top of the Town, Stirling, FK8 1EE

Stirling’s Tolbooth was once known as the worst 
jail in history! Now a Category A Listed public 
building, it is still an important building in Stirling 
and has a very long and interesting history. Many 
historic features remain alongside the modern intervention completed 
a number of years ago. Staff will be operating tours for visitors. Tours will 
commence at 11.00am & 1.00pm and will last approximately one hour. 
Tickets for guided tours are essential and must be booked - please call 
the box office on 01786 274 000 or Albert Hall Box Office 01786 473 544 
to get your ticket.

Disabled access throughout - however the tour incorporates staircases 
and narrow doorways and is not suitable for people requiring disabled 
access.
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32. Walking the Marches: 
Celebrate Stirling’s Medieval Heritage
Saturday 16th September 11.00am - 1.30pm

From Municipal Buildings, Corn Exchange, FK8 2HX

The ancient medieval tradition of Walking of the Marches will take 
place on Saturday 16th September starting at 11.00 am, duration of 
walk approx. 90-120 minutes and will start and finish at the Municipal 
Buildings in Corn Exchange Road. The route will be similar to previous 
years but extended down Friars St, Maxwell Place, Barnton St, on to 
Murray Pl, then Port St etc. as before. All welcome to take part in walk. 

Free no booking required!

There will be a lunch in the Golden Lion Hotel c1.30pm  after the walk 
as per last year, which because of space will be limited to 60 people @ 
17.50/hd. If you would like further information, please contact Stuart 
Campbell stuartjarcam@gmail.com

33. Logie Old Kirk
Saturday 16th September 

10.00am - 4.00pm

Sunday 17th September 

2.00 - 5.00pm

Logie Old Kirk, FK9 4LB

Logie Old Kirk has been a centre of Christianity for over 1500 years: 
explore its history with the Volunteers of the Logie Old Graveyard 
Group. No booking required!

Also if anyone wants to lend a hand … on Saturday from 10.00am 
-12.00noon the volunteers will be doing a bit of gardening!

Logie kirk will also be open that weekend and tea and coffee will be 
available there. There is a DVD presentation about the history of the 
church and on Sunday afternoon the organist and choir will present 
about an hour of music for visitors.
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34. Bannockburn House: Behind the Scenes
Saturday 16th September 

10.30 - 11.45am; 12.00noon - 1.15pm; 2.00 - 3.15pm; 3.30 - 4.45pm

Parking at Corbiewood, FK7 8EY with a free mini-bus to take you to the 
house!

Explore one of Stirling’s most famous houses with the amazing 
volunteers who are doing so much to protect this Nationally Important 
A-listed building, learn about Bonnie Prince Charlie and get an exclusive 
behind the scenes tour of the secret places not normally open during 
the standard open days! There will also be a chance to donate to the 
project to help protect this building for future generations!

Places limited to 15 per tour. Booking essential, contact Murray Cook 
cookm@stirling.gov.uk

35. Cambuskenneth Abbey Tower
Sunday 17th September 

1.00 - 1.40pm; 1.40 - 2.20pm; 2.20 - 3.00pm

Cambuskenneth Abbey Tower, 
Cambuskenneth, FK9 5NH

A rare chance to have a guided tour of the 
tower’s interior: from Pictish logboats to 17th 
century snipers and secret masons’ marks! 
Duration 40 minutes…NB there are lots of steps, booking essential, 

contact Murray Cook cookm@stirling.gov.uk
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36. Prehistoric Stirling
Monday 18th September 

12.00noon - 1.00pm

Meet at the junction of Coneypark and Birkhill Road

Explore with Dr Murray Cook, Stirling Council’s archaeologist two 
of Stirling’s more surprising survivals: our oldest cemetery and our 
oldest public art…..both 3-4000 years old! Duration 1 hour and 
across formal paths with one steepish bit! Booking essential, contact 
Murray Cook cookm@stirling.gov.uk

37.  ‘Architectural Ironwork in 
Scotland: Talk by Professor David 
Mitchell, Director of Conservation at 
Historic Environment Scotland
Tuesday 19th September 

6.30pm

The Engine Shed, Forthside Way, Stirling FK8 1QZ 

Scotland was a world-leading manufacturer or architectural 
ironwork, and as well as supplying clients across Scotland, much 
of the material was exported to countries around the globe, from 
South Africa and Malaysia to Australia, India and South America. 
Discover the fascinating history behind the iron founding giants 
of Scotland, and learn about how to maintain this beautiful and 
durable material.  

Booking is essential, please contact TechnicalResearch@hes.scot

Disabled access.
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Copyright Stirling Smith Museum

38.  John Allan ‘A Man of Original Ideas’:  Walking 
Tour with Stirling City Heritage Trust on the work of 
John Allan
Wednesday 20th September 

6.00 - 7.00pm

Meeting point outside King Street entrance to Stirling Arcade 

FK8 1AY.

This walking tour forms part of the celebrations of the Year of History, 
Heritage and Archaeology 2017.  It celebrates the work of local 
architect, John Allan, born 170 years ago.  It has been prepared in 
partnership with the Stirling Local History Society.  This walk around 
Stirling city centre and King’s 
Park will visit a number of John 
Allan’s most important buildings 
and discuss the work and life of 
this most extraordinary man who 
contributed so significantly to the 
townscape of Stirling.  He left an 
incredible legacy of tenements, 
grand villas and architecturally 
distinctive commercial buildings. 
Please wear suitable clothing and 
footwear for the walk. 

If you would like to attend please 
book a place with Stirling City 
Heritage Trust on 01786 498 462 

or email lindsay@scht.org.uk

D
oo

rs
 O

pe
n 

D
ay

 2
01

7



D
oo

rs
 O

pe
n 

D
ay

 2
01

7

39. Stirling’s Beakers and European Identity in the 
Early Bronze Age
Wednesday 20th September 

12.00noon - 1.00pm

Stirling Smith Museum, Dumbarton Road, Stirling, FK8 2RQ

Free lecture from Dr Ann MacSween, of Historic Environment Scotland 
exploring Stirling’s oldest pottery: the 3-4000 year old Beakers! No 
booking required!

40. Kilmadock Old Kirkyard
Saturday 23rd September 

12.00noon 

Old Kilmadock kirkyard, situated on 
the River Teith between Doune and 
Callander, is a complex site which 
has seen multiple uses over the past millennia.  At its centre are the 
remains of a medieval church and surrounding this is a graveyard 
which was in regular use from the sixteenth century (if not earlier) until 
the 1970s.  Highlights include richly carved thrauchstanes and table 
stones from the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries as well as fine 
examples of Victorian wrought iron grave fencing.  To the southeast 
of the main sites lie the ruins of the former manse and between the 
built areas and the river are traces of a historic road which followed it 
course.

Duration 1 hour and across slightly muddy and occasionally informal 
paths with one steepish bit! Booking essential, contact Murray Cook 
cookm@stirling.gov.uk
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41. Callander’s Historic Cemetries
Sunday 24th September 

10.00am-3.00pm 

Meet at Tom na Kessog’s Cemetery on the North side of The Red Bridge 
over the Teith, Callander

From Celtic Saints to Victorian grandeur…explore Callander’s historic 
cemeteries with that most passionate of cheerleaders for things from 
Callander Sue MacKay from Callander Heritage.

Bring a packed lunch and sensible footwear…mostly easy going. 
Booking essential, contact Murray Cook cookm@stirling.gov.uk

42. Gowan Hill: Stirling’s Forgotten 
Jewel 
(litter pick up and guided walk)

Sunday 24th September 

12.00noon - 1.00pm 
Meet at the Beheading Stone

Join Dr Murray Cook, Stirling Council’s 
Archaeologist in a tour of the hill: from prehistoric 
War Crimes to Executions and Jacobites to the 
Homes Guard. Duration 2 hours, wear appropriate clothes.  Booking 
essential, contact Murray Cook cookm@stirling.gov.uk

The same day we are also doing a litter pick up round the hill and 
Princes Street, Darnley Park

10.00am - 12noon – Meet at grass by Ballangeich cemetery for a litter 
pick of Gowanhill, Princes St Steps, Woods at Darnley Park, Ballangeich 
Road and adjoining areas of Back Walk

1.00 - 3.00pm - Meet at grass by Ballangeich Cemetery for continued 
litter pick of areas above

For more details contact Claire Bird of the Ranger Service 

birdc@stirling.gov.uk
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43. St Ninian’s Kirk
Tuesday 26th September 

12.00noon -1.00pm 

St Ninian’s Old Kirk, Kirk Wynd, Stirling, FK7 9AY

A rare chance to explore St Ninian’s Old Church Yard from ancient 
Celtic Christianity to Bonnie Prince Charlie! Booking essential, contact 
Murray Cook cookm@stirling.gov.uk

44. Stirling’s Oldest Cemetery in its Prehistoric Context
Friday 29th September 

11.00am -12.00noon 

Stirling Smith Museum, Dumbarton Road, 
Stirling, FK8 2RQ

Free lecture from Dr Murray Cook, Stirling’s 
Council’s Archaeologist exploring Stirling’s 
earliest peoples, their art and their burials. 

No booking required!
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Visitors entering buildings, or participating in the events listed in this 
leaflet, do so at their own risk. Neither Stirling Council, nor building 
owners nor event organisers are responsible for any accidents or 
damages incurred. 

Stirling Council would like to thank all those building owners and 
volunteers who have contributed to Stirling’s Doors Open Days / 
Archaeology Month 2017 Thanks also to the Scottish Civic Trust, Historic 
Environment Scotland and the Council for Scottish Archaeology for their 
roles in organisation and sponsorship of 
the event across Scotland. 

If you are interested in becoming a 
volunteer for next year’s Doors Open 
Days / Archaeology Month we would love 
to hear from you, please call 01786 233 
670 or email mcintoshf@stirling.gov.uk 

For more information about Doors Open Days throughout Scotland 
please contact the Scottish Civic Trust - 0141 248 1188 / dod@
scottishcivictrust.org.uk / www.doorsopendays.org.uk. 

For information about Stirling’s Doors Open Days please contact Stirling 
Council - 01786 233 670 / mcintoshf@stirling.gov.uk. 

For information about Scottish Archaeology Month please contact - 
0131 225 7534 / www.scottisharchaeology.org.uk.

For information about Stirling’s Archaeology Month please contact 
Murray Cook – 01786 233 663 / cookm@stirling.gov.uk


