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Doors Open Days is co-ordinated nationally by the Scottish Civic Trust. It
runs throughout Scotland every September as part of European Heritage
Days.

Argyll and Bute is delighted to take part in this annual event when unusual
and interesting venues open their doors to the public. Some open once a
year, some just once in a lifetime. This is your chance to visit for free.

For more information see www.doorsopendays.org.uk or
www.scottishcivictrust.org.uk

Helensburgh Heritage Trust will be offering town centre walks. Please see
the Trust website for detail: www.helensburgh-heritage.co.uk

Cowal
Dunoon Burgh Hall 195 Argyll Street, Dunoon PA23 7DD

A story of community
spirit and sheer
determination epitomises
the restoration of the
town’s iconic cultural
building. 

This 1874 B-listed
building was the first
theatre in Argyll and for a
hundred years the centre
of cultural life in Dunoon.
Latterly the building fell
into disrepair and unused
for a quarter of a century,
before the threat of
demolition ignited a
community campaign to
rescue it. 

In 2009 it was bought for
£1 by the John McAslan
Family Trust and the

Dunoon Burgh Hall Trust
was established. The
building operated for six
years as a work-in-
progress venue, with
enormous volunteer
support, while the money
was raised to undertake
vital renovations. Dunoon
Burgh Hall re-opened in
June 2017 as a cultural and
arts venue following a full
programme of
refurbishment.

Open Saturday 23
September 12.00 - 4.00 pm
and Sunday 24 September
1.00 – 4.00 pm
Free guided tour 11am on
Saturday 23 September -
booking essential.

Free heritage newspaper
available to all our visitors!
Tel 01369 701776
www.dunoonburghhall.org
.uk
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A medieval church
existed in Cardross since
1226 and in 1329 the body
of Robert the Bruce was
brought there, before its
burial in Dunfermline
Abbey.  A new church was
built in 1644 and replaced
in 1827 by the church
which destroyed by a
bomb in May 1941.  After
the war the present
building opened in 1872 as
a Free Church was adapted
and became Cardross
Parish Church. 

Come and enjoy our
stained and etched glass
windows – beautiful

The current parish church
was rebuilt by local
architect Robert Wemyss,
having been almost
destroyed by fire in 1924.
There are only minor
differences to its previous
incarnation.
When the church re-
opened, the window
above the east gallery was
dedicated to the memory
of Andrew Bonar Law,
Prime Minister from 1922-

Cardross Parish Church Station Road, Cardross G82 5NL

Cardross Embroidered
Panels and Silk Hangings.
Visit the Bible Garden and
the Easter garden planted
and cared for by the Messy
Church families.  Add a
short prayer to the Prayer
Cairn. Follow the Church
Trail to find other hidden

parts of our church’s life
and history, and plant a
spring bulb.

Open: 23 September
10.00 am - 4.00 pm

24 September 1.00 -
5.00pm

Helensburgh Parish Church Colquhoun Square, Helensburgh G84 8UP

23, who had been a
member of the
congregation.  There is
also a window
commemorating John
Logie Baird.

Open: 23 September 9.30
am - 4.30 pm
24 September 9.30 am -
4.30 pm. Sunday Service is
at 11.00 am.
No appointment
necessary.

Helensburgh
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The Hill  House
Upper Colquhoun Street,
Helensburgh 

Hill House was designed
1902 – 1904, by Scotland’s
world famous architect,
Charles Rennie Mackintosh
as a family home for
Glasgow book publisher,
Walter Blackie.  For Doors
Open Days, there will be
guided tours of the
outside of the building, led
by Hill House guides who
will point out the
architectural features of
the house.

Open: 23 and 24
September, with tours at
11.00 am and 2.00pm. 
Tours, lasting around an
hour,  by appointment
only. t: 01436 673900 or 
e: thehillhouse@nts.org.uk

Clarendon, or Torwood
Villa as it was originally
named, was built in the
mid 19th century.   The
two extensions you can
see on either side of the
original building were
designed by William
Leiper, the famous Scottish
architect, in 1888 and
1891.  

During the 20th century,
Clarendon became the
home of the Rickey family
and later the Singer family,
until, in 1937, the building
was bought by the Girls
School Company and was
used as part of St. Bride’s
school in a variety of ways,

ranging from a boarding
house to classroom
accommodation.  During
the Second World War, it
was commandeered by
the Royal Navy and Wrens
were based here for five
years.   

From 1959, it operated
as the Prep department
and in 1977, when St.
Bride’s joined with
Larchfield School to form
Lomond School, Clarendon
continued as the Junior
Department, which it still
is today.  
Open: 23 September 10.00
am - 12.00 pm. No
appointment necessary.

Lomond School - Clarendon House
Helensburgh
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Discover the iconic ruin
of St Peter’s Seminary
during Doors Open Day
2017. 

Arguably Scotland’s most
significant modernist
building, St Peter’s was
designed by Andy
MacMillan and Isi
Metzstein of Gillespie,
Kidd and Coia and was
built in 1966 as a college
to train young priests. It

went on to win the RIBA
Gold Medal for
Architecture, but was only
in use for 14 years. 

After decades of
abandonment, the derelict
building is now registered
as one of the World
Monuments Fund’s most
endangered cultural
landmarks.

About to be reclaimed
by public art organisation

St Peter’s Seminary, Cardross Cardross 

NVA to create a visitor
attraction and cultural
venue, this is a rare
opportunity to explore the
building in its raw and
ruined state. 

Open: 23 and 24
September from 10.00 am
- 4.00 pm
Booking required. Tickets
available from Tuesday 29
August:  www.nva.org.uk
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There has been a church
on the same site for over
365 years, the parish
initially extending from
Garelochhead to Cardross.
The current building is the
third and was completed
in 1851.   The second was
the one in which Rev John

McLeod Campbell
preached his doctrine
known now as “The Row
Heresy”   (Row being the
original way of spelling the
village name of Rhu).   The
Parish of Shandon became
re-united with Rhu in 1971
-   a split in 1844 saw

Ardenvohr is a large and
well-detailed example of a
grand mid 19th century
baronial villa. It was built
by local architect Thomas
Gildard for Daniel
Walkinshaw in 1857. It
later became the estate of
the Muir family. It was
acquired by the Royal
Northern Yacht Club as its
clubhouse in 1937 and
remains the headquarters

Rhu & Shandon Church Gareloch Road, Rhu G84 8RS

Shandon forming its own
Free Church congregation.

There are a number of
graves of interesting
people spread out around
the church yard   -   most
notably those of Sir James
Guthrie and Henry Bell;
and there is also a
memorial to those who
served on the Clyde
Training Ship
“Cumberland” which was
destroyed by fire in 1889.

Open: 23 September,
9.00am - 5.00pm, no
appoinment necessary.
24 September, Sunday
Service 11.00 am -
12.00pm. Visitors welcome
from 1.00 - 5.00pm. 

of the Royal Northern and
Clyde Yacht Club formed
by the merger of the Royal
Northern and Royal Clyde
Yacht Clubs in 1978. 

Much of the internal
architectural details
remain and many historic
club artefacts are
displayed in the grand
rooms. Externally the
grounds and club jetty

Royal Northern and Clyde Yacht Club Rhu G84 8NG

provide wonderful views
of the Gareloch.

Open: 23 September from
10.00am - 4.00 pm. No
appointment necessary.
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This is a rare opportunity
to see the unique
medieval church in
Cardross, which recently
celebrated its 550th
anniversary, and is still in
regular use at the heart of
its parish community.

This beautiful building,

St. Michael’s and All
Angels Church was
designed by Sir Rowand
Anderson, a pupil of Sir
Gilbert Scott, and
dedicated in 1868, its
dedication recalling the
ruined medieval chapel at
Faslane also dedicated to
St. Michael. It replaced an
earlier episcopalian church
on the same site.

Red sandstone from
Corncockle in

St Mahew’s RC Church Darleith Road, Cardross G82 5NY

restored in 1955, has been
a place of worship since
the 6th century and as
well as its important
spiritual significance, there
are many notable
historical and
archaeological features.
These include the remnant

of a 6th century standing
stone, a medieval
Sacrament House and
Easter Sepulchre, and the
original 15th century
Baptismal font, now
restored to use.

The church is half a mile
from the main A814.  The
church is on the right, with
car parking on the left.
There are no toilet
facilities.  Entry to the
building is by small steps
and there are handrails,
but no level access. 

Open: 23 and 24
September from 11.30 am
- 5.00pm. No appointment
neccessary.

St Michael’s & All Angels Church William Street, Helensburgh G84 8BD

Dumfriesshire was used
for the exterior with
limestone from Caen in
Normandy for internal
construction. The church
contains many interesting
features including one of
the finest collections of
Victorian stained glass in
the west of Scotland. It is
the only public building in
Helensburgh to be listed
grade A.

Open: 23 September
10.00am - 5.00pm.
24 September 2.00 -
5.00pm. No appointment
necessary.
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Civic Centre 38 East Clyde Street, Helensburgh G84 7PG

Helensburgh’s former
Clyde Street School was
transformed into a state-
of-the-art facility on behalf
of Argyll and Bute Council.

The Clyde Street School
building was designed in
1903 by Helensburgh
architect and artist
Alexander Nisbet Paterson,
and was built in a Scottish
Revival style with 17th
century Renaissance
details. 

The challenge of the
construction project was
to seamlessly combine the
old B-listed building with
the new.   

Works completed in June
2015, incorporate

alterations to the annexe
building and janitor’s
house, a new extension
(designed by council
architects), construction of
a new sea wall at the rear
of the site, installation of
new car parking facilities
and landscaped grounds.

A range of new
community spaces, both
inside and out, are now

available for use -
including a marriage room,
gallery space and
conference facilities.  

Open: 23 and 24
September
Tours start at 10.00 and
11.00 and and will last for
around 40 minutes. 
Please book at
https://hlciviccentre.event
brite.co.uk

The Mackintosh Club, in Helensburgh is the
newly discovered Charles Rennie Mackintosh
hidden gem. The Gallery is open 11.00 am - 3.00
pm and features a permanent exhibition on its
history and the Glasgow Four. It is available for
private hire and recently has hosted puppet and
art workshops, the GSA Degree Show, music
concerts and tuition. There is a Japanese
exhibition 'A Threaded Story' running the month
of October for the Mackintosh Festival.

Open: 23 and 24 September 2.00 - 4.00 pm.
Booking preferable. Please contact: Nicola
Jamieson e: nicola@mackintosh.club

Mackintosh Club 40 Sinclair Street, Helensburgh G84 0HN
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Recently named as one
of Scotland’s ten favourite
buildings of the last
century, Rothesay Pavilion
has been the cultural
centre of the island
community of Bute off the
West Coast of Scotland.  

Built in 1938 by architect
J.A. Carrick, this Grade A
listed building is a fabulous
example of 1930s
International Modernism
akin to the De La Warr
Pavilion in Bexhill, which
opened just three years
earlier. 

The Pavilion has served
Bute’s residents and
visitors as everything from
grand ballroom and
concert hall to wedding
venue, civic centre, family
entertainment venue and
sports hall. 

In 2000 Rothesay
Pavilion was placed on the
‘buildings at risk’ register
requiring complete
restoration and
refurbishment to ensure
its future. 

In 2013 a rescue plan
was launched by owners
Argyll and Bute Council
and a new ‘Rothesay
Pavilion’ charity formed to
assist with the restoration
project and take over the
management and
programming of the
building on completion.
The Pavilion finally closed
its doors to the public in
September 2015 to allow
for a complicated and
phased refurbishment
project to commence
which is due for
completion in 2019.

We are now offering a
rare opportunity to see
behind the scenes with a
hard hat tour of Rothesay
Pavilion under
construction. 

Please note that this is a
building site so access is
limited and there are no
toilet facilities available.
Dust levels in the air and
on walls and surfaces can
be high. Tour participants
are encouraged to wear
sturdy, flat footwear and
clothing that they don’t
mind getting dusty.  The
tour lasts approximately
90 minutes and is not
suitable for children.

Open: 24 September. Tours
start 10.00am and 1.00pm
Please book by email:
ann@rothesaypavilion.co.
uk.

Bute
Rothesay Pavilion Argyle Street, Rothesay PA20 0AU
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The ROC underground
monitoring post at
Stravanan Bay, on Bute,
formed part of a chain of
some 865 monitoring
posts throughout the
United Kingdom. It was
from these posts that

information on the effects
of a nuclear attack on the
United Kingdom would
have been reported. It
remained active until 1991
when the Corps was
stood-down.

This post is currently

being restored for public
access and restricted visits
are possible via a 15 foot
vertical steel ladder.

Guided tours will be
provided by the 25 Group
Royal Observer Corps
Association. The tour is
not suitable for people
with mobility concerns or
fear of heights.

Open: Sunday 24
September 12.00 - 5.00 pm
Booking required: contact
Frank Alexander t: 07513
504115 

Royal Observer Corps Monitoring Post Stravanan Bay, Bute

Mid Argyll

Scottish Canals, in
partnership with Argyll
and Bute Council and
Ardrishaig Community
Trust, will open up the
former Gleaner oil depot
site at Ardrishaig
waterfront.  

This will allow visitors
the chance to find out

more about the Ardrishaig
area, the Crinan Canal and
proposals for the area
including the
refurbishment and
extension of a former egg
crate building on the
waterfront into a maritime
hub.

Chris O’Connell, Scottish
Canals’ Heritage Manager,

will give a talk at 12 noon
on the interpretation of
Scottish Canals’ history.
There is also an
interpretative art
installation on site which
people will be able to
view. 

Open: Sunday 24
September 11.00 am -
3.00 pm.

Gleaner Oil Site, Pier Square, Ardrishaig PA30 8DZ
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West Dunbartonshire

Strathleven House is a
category A-listed Palladian
mansion located on the
outskirts of Dumbarton.

Surrounded by scenic
woodland, it is part of the
Vale of Leven Industrial
Estate. The building dates
from 1700 and it is
considered to be the first
country house in Scotland
built in the Palladian style.

For DOD we will offer:
half-hourly guided tours;
talks on herbal remedies
used in early 18th Century

by Green Tree Remedies;
displays by Turkey Red
Media (historic
landscape/progression of
the estate and surrounding
areas over the centuries to
present day); and stalls

displaying the work of the
current tenant occupiers
of the building.

Open: 30 September from
11.00 am - 3.00 pm. No
appointment necessary.

Strathleven House  Levenside Road, Dumbarton G82 3PD

The partially-renovated
B-listed Dunans Castle and
Thomas Telford’s A-listed
Dunans Bridge are the
centre-pieces in a unique
designed landscape which

Dunans Castle & Dunans Castle Bridge Glendaruel, Argyll PA22 3AD

includes the UK’s tallest
tree and an extended
Victorian path network.
Dunans House has been
inhabited since at least
1590, and the castle since
1864. 

The Castle was ruined by
fire in 2001 and, since
2003, the present owners
have been working to
restore the castle, the
bridge and the grounds
through the Scottish Laird
project
(http://scottishlaird.co.uk)

Guided tours will last 45
minutes, and cover the
history of the site, the
Fletcher family, who were
in residence until 1997,
and the ongoing
restoration project. There
is no access to the house
or the castle interior.

Open: 23 and 24
September.
Tour times: 10.30am, 12
noon and 2.30pm
Advance booking only -
t: 01369 510511  or 
e: help@scottishlaird.com
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For more information on Door Open Days in Argyll and Bute, please contact:
the Co-ordinator, Mhairi Gardiner, on 01436 658 817 

or email doorsopendays@argyll-bute.gov.uk


