From mountain to sea

Aberdeenshire

DoorsOpenDays2017
Aberdeenshire North (Portsoy, Fraserburgh,
Banff and Macduff )

Sunday 17 September

Doors Open Days is coordinated nationally by the Scottish Civic Trust. It runs throughout
Scotland every September as part of European Heritage Days.
For more information see our websites
www.doorsopendays.org.uk 		
www.scottishcivictrust.org.uk

www.doorsopendays.org.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION & UPDATES
Every effort has been made to ensure the information in this leaflet is correct at
time of print. For up to date information on our venue listings and for any changes
to the programme, updates, amendments and additions, please look at the
national website and on our Facebook page at the addresses below:
www.doorsopendays.org.uk
www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/doorsopendays
www.facebook.com/AberdeenshireDoorsOpenDays
If you would like any further information about the event or have any queries,
please email the Aberdeenshire event coordinators at:
doorsopen@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
Please note that visitors entering buildings do so at their own risk. Children must
be accompanied by an adult. None of the participating buildings or organisations
are responsible for any accidents or damage that might be incurred. The owners/
custodians of the buildings retain the right to refuse access.

Share your experience of Doors Open Days Aberdeenshire

We would love to hear from you about the event, the buildings you visited and
your feedback. Please send us your photos of your favourite buildings and share
your experiences of the day by posting them to our Facebook site.
www.facebook.com/AberdeenshireDoorsOpenDays

Doors Open Day 2017 and beyond

If you are involved with a property that you think would make a good addition to
Doors Open Days in the future, please get in touch. Each year we move the area
of focus around Aberdeenshire. Next year’s event will focus on the central part of
Aberdeenshire in Formartine and Buchan. We look forward to hearing from you!
Frances Swanston & Cheryl Roberts, Aberdeenshire Doors Open Days Coordinators
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Welcome to
Doors Open Days Aberdeenshire 2017!
This year’s Aberdeenshire Doors Open Days 2017 will be focused in South
Aberdeenshire. Spanning from Banchory, Drumoak, Stonehaven and down to
St. Cyrus, the event, will be held on Saturday 16th September 2017.
If that wasn’t enough, in celebration of the Scottish Government’s Year of
History, Heritage and Archaeology we have added an extra day. On Sunday
17th September 2017 we will be heading up north focusing around Portsoy,
Banff, Fraserburgh and Macduff.
We have an exciting and varied programme with 38 properties taking part
this year, many of which are doing so for the first time. There will be tours,
exhibitions and refreshments at many of the venues hosted by Doors Open
Day volunteers. Come along and join us in celebrating Aberdeenshire’s rich
architectural history!
Doors Open Days is Scotland’s largest free annual architectural event. It is
coordinated nationally by the Scottish Civic Trust and is part of European
Heritage Days, a joint initiative of the Council of Europe and the European
Union alongside Scottish Archaeology Month. Both events are supported by
Historic Environment Scotland.
Opening times
The majority of properties are open all day, but please do check the opening
times of the properties you wish to visit as they do vary.
Openings may be subject to unavoidable last minute changes, so for the most
up to date information on the buildings taking part, please check the event’s
national website http://www.doorsopendays.org.uk/ or our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/AberdeenshireDoorsOpenDays/
We will post any last minute changes here.
Please note that tours at Benholm Kirk, Fraserburgh Lighthouse,
Stuartfield and the SNH Nature Reserve are by booked tour only and
require booking in advance. Please see brochure entries for details.

The organisation of this year’s event in Aberdeenshire together with the production of this leaflet has been
through Aberdeenshire Doors Open Days co-ordinators Cheryl Roberts, Frances Swanston and Clare Tierney of
the Environment Team, Infrastructure Services, with support from Kelly Morrison from the Economic Development
Team and Jo Raine Corporate Communications at Aberdeenshire Council.
Our gratitude and thanks go to all those who have generously agreed to open their buildings to make this event
possible and to the volunteers who have given up their time.
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Sunday 17th September:
As well as properties opening their doors,
we have a historic bus tour running this year
in Fraserburgh. There are also pre-booked
tours off Duff House designed landscape and
storytelling at Stuartfield Manse.

Disabled Access
Disabled Parking
Disabled Toilet

Here are some of the highlights:

Toilets

Step back in time at Maggie’s Hoosie, a
traditional But 'n Ben cottage untouched
since the last occupant left.
Visit Fraserburgh Heritage Centre with over
20 hands-on activities to enjoy. In addition
they have also kindly organised a guided bus
tour of Fraserburgh Conservation Area.

Refreshments
Parking
Great for Kids

See the ecclesiastical old and new at the
Old Parish Church and United Reformed
Church Fraserburgh with guides on hand to
show you around.
Climb to the top of the Macduff War
Memorial and tower over the two towns of
Banff, Macduff and the magnificent Banffshire
coastline. Don’t forget your camera!
Experience a working meal mill in
Sandhaven then pop up the road to Peathill
Kirk to view the magnificently carved Laird’s
Loft.
Explore the 16th, 17th and 18th century in
Banff. From a privately owned Merchants
House to Masonic Lodge, to Town and
Country Club and Duff House Mausoleum.
Try your hand at woodworking in the newly
completed boatbuilding shed on Portsoy
harbour, followed by a trip to the Salmon
Bothy and Sail Loft.
Enjoy High Tea in the splendour of Durn
House, Georgian Mansion whilst the kids
take part in a mini architect’s competition.
Explore the beautiful Delgatie Castle with
the added advantage of a NEOS exhibition
thrown in.

Please note that visitors entering buildings
do so at their own risk. Children must be
accompanied by an adult. None of the
participating buildings or organisations are
responsible for any accidents or damage that
might be incurred. The owners/custodians of
the buildings retain the right to refuse access.

Aberdeen City Doors Open Day,
Sat 9 / Sun 10 September
Aberdeen’s most popular festival of architecture
is back this year with over 40 buildings and
many new for this year. Be sure to take a tour
of Aberdeen’s new Treasure Hub or visit the
innovative Donside Hydro. We have lots of family
friendly events, especially at Aberdeen Fire
Station and at the Institute of Medical Science
where there will be lots of events for families. For
the full programme see
www.doorsopendays.org.uk/aberdeen
or like us on Facebook.

6

STUARTFIELD

INVERALLOCHY

17 THE OLD MANSE

18 MAGGIE'S HOOSIE

4 Windhill Street, Stuartfield, AB42 5 DR

26 Shore Street, Inverallochy AB43 8WA

Opening
Times:

Opening
Times:

Booked Talk Only
(see below)

10am - 4pm

No

No

No

No

Yes

No

Yes

Yes - on street

No

No

The talk will take the form of traditional
storytelling, with images and illustrations
covering; the origin of the church and
manse, the lives of some of the ministers
concentrating particularly on the first
minister James Robertson and his children,
who later in life achieved tremendous
success!

Yes
Very much an authentic ancient fisher family
dwelling or But n Ben comprising of rock and
clay built walls, tiled roof and earthen floors.
The internal accommodation comprising of
the living room (BEN) with Box Bed, open
fire and furniture of the time. The bedroom
(BUT) with a similar box bed and appropriate
furniture completes the scene. Providing an
insight into the living conditions and habits
of the fishing communities centuries ago.

You will also delve in to into the lives of the
many occupants of The Old Manse, where
odd coincidences exist between the first
inhabitant and the existing one!
The storytelling is by the current owner, in
one of the rooms of the house, which can
cater for a maximum of 6 people at a time.
The talk is approx 1 hour long and should
be booked in advance by either phoning
01771624412 or 07855537824 or by email –
ablo@lnaworld.net (other dates around the
17th September may be offered if required).
A Doors Open Day must, which proves books
should not be judged by their covers.
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FRASERBURGH
20 WINE TOWER & LIGHTHOUSE

19 FRASERBURGH HERITAGE CENTRE

Quarry Road, Fraserburgh AB43 9DU

Quarry Road, Fraserburgh AB43 9DT
Opening
Times:

Opening
Times:

10am - 4pm (last entry
3.15pm)

Booked tours @ 11am, 1pm,
2pm, 3pm & 4pm
Tel: 01346 511022

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

Yes - Cafe available in
Lighthouse Museum

Yes

The Wine Tower was the original wine cellars
for the residents in the nearby castle both
dating from c.16th century.
The Wine Tower boasts a remarkable series of
finely carved pendants.
The castle is much altered following its lease
to the Northern Lighthouse Company c.1787
however, reminisces of the first occupation,
(as a castle) still exist.

A Doors Open Days favourite, originally a
barrel vaulted factory and then a foundry
for C.P.T in Fraserburgh. This building now
houses the cultural, social and economic
story of the town. Through artifacts, displays
and over 20 ‘hands on' activities!!!
If that wasn’t enough the Heritage Centre
have also organised a guided bus tour
around Fraserburgh.
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21 FRASERBURGH UNITED REFORM
CHURCH

22 DALRYMPLE HALL
11 Seaforth Street, Fraserburgh AB43 9BD

Mid Street, Fraserburgh AB43 9AJ
Opening
Times:

Opening
Times:

Morning worship
11:00-12:00 – all welcome
General opening 12:30-16:00

10am - 4pm
Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes - Public car park across the

road from the church. This is free
of charge on a Sunday. There is
limited on street parking

Yes
Dalrymple Hall and Arts Centre is a baronial
property which boasts a 5 storey tower.
Constructed by the Dalrymple Brothers it was
formally used as a hotel then subsequently
converted into a music and theatre venue.
Its most famous performance to date was
when the Beatles performed here on 23rd
May 1960.
The property is now the home of Fraserburgh
Junior Arts Society who will have a display
of what they make and paint. In addition the
dance group will be performing a 'bite size'
show.

Yes - in the hall adjoining the

church

Yes
The buildings consist of the church building
as well as the adjacent Macaulay Hall.
The original church building of 1803 was
tragically destroyed by a fire in 2000. Inside
there is an impressive stained glass window
depicting Christ and the fishermen casting
their nets out to sea.
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ROSEHEARTY
23 OLD PARISH CHURCH

24 SANDHAVEN MEAL MILL

Kirk Brae, Fraserburgh AB43 9AE

Main Street, Sandhaven AB43 4EP

Opening
Times:

11am -12 noon Songs of Praise
morning (all welcome)
2pm – 5pm Church open

Opening
Times:

10am - 4pm
No

Yes (via ramp)

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes - on street

Yes
Yes - afternoon tea

This is a fine example of an early 19th
century rectangular mill and kiln. Sandhaven
meal mill is unique in that all the machinery
survives, including the electric motor,
which provided power in the last years of its
working life. Other fittings include a built-in
hinged top desk used by the miller.
This is a fascinating way to learn how
oatmeal used to be ground in this typical
Scottish meal mill.

Yes - quizzes
Located on the site of the original church
built in 1572, not long after the Reformation, the current church was constructed in
1803. The interiors were remodelled by the
celebrated architect A. Marshall Mackenzie
in 1898 and a superb stained glass window
adorning the chancel is indeed a work of
great art and beauty.
Members of the church will be on hand to
provide guided tours in addition to quizzes
and displays throughout the day.
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MACDUFF
25

26 MACDUFF PARISH CHURCH

PEATHILL KIRK (formerly Pitsligo
Parish Kirk)

Church Street, Macduff AB44 1UN

Peathill, Pitsligo AB43 7NU
Opening
Times:

9:30am- 4:00pm (the normal

No

services will be held at 11:00am
and 6:00pm and although visitors
are very welcome to attend, tours
etc. will not be possible during
these times)

No

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Davron Hotel available in
Rosehearty 01346 571976

Yes

Opening
Times:

10am - 4pm

Yes

Dated to 1890, architect A. Marshall
Mackenzie. This large spikey Gothic Kirk,
by the architect of Marischal College,
accommodates over 501 worshippers and
is built in crisp grey granite with strikingly
darker pinnings.
The jewel in the crown internally is the
Laird’s Loft, a magnificently carved addition
dedicated to the Forbes Family.
Friends of the Kirk will be available to assist
with any questions you may have.

On a hill overlooking the harbour, the
building was opened in 1805. With its
Italianate square tower, domed roof and
cupola added in 1865, it is a landmark for
boats approaching the town. A display
of the life and work of the church and the
community will be shown inside and guides
will be able to show visitors around the
building and speak about the life of the
congregation.
Further information is available on Macduff
Parish Church’s Facebook page or the
website: http://www.macduffparishchurch.
org.uk
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BANFF
27 MACDUFF WAR MEMORIAL

28 DUFF HOUSE MAUSOLEUM

Canker's Knowe, Macduff AB44 1XL

Wrack Woods (1 mile from Duff House)
AB54 3SX

Opening
Times:

1pm to 4pm (guide
available)

Opening
Times:

No

10am - 4pm
Yes, outside but 3 steps to
enter

No

Yes, at Duff House itself

No

Yes, at Duff House itself

Yes - free on street

Yes, at Duff House then 1 mile
walk

No

Yes, at Duff House

This octagonal tower, 21 metres (63 feet)
high, was built as a labour of love by two
elderly stonemasons, Alexander Brown and
Magnus Johnstone, to commemorate the
fallen of the 1914-18 war.
Visitors can climb the stairs to the top where
there are breath-taking views of sea and
mountains, and of the two towns, Banff and
Macduff below. The War Memorial is itself a
landmark to mariners from the sea.

Mausoleum does not require tours, but a
1 hour tour of some of the rest of the Duff
House grounds can be booked via Historic
Environment Scotland at Duff House 01261
818181.
Built on the site of a Carmelite burial ground
this “Gothick” structure houses the remains
of the first five Earls (starting 1705) and
other Duff family members. Situated in an
extremely peaceful and picturesque location
(so much so it has been used for weddings).
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29 TOWN & COUNTRY CLUB

30 MASONIC LODGE, BANFF

11 Boyndie Street, Banff AB45 1DY

St. Johns Hall, 4 Braeheads, Banff AB45 1HR

Opening
Times:

Opening
Times:

10am to 4pm

10am to 4pm

No

No

Yes - ground floor

No

Yes

Yes

Yes - free on street

Yes

Yes - club operates as normal

Yes - tea, coffee & biscuits

One of the oldest clubs of its type in Scotland
and dating from 1772, this impressive u-plan
Town House of quality benefits from a wide
stone cantilevered staircase rising up to the
1st floor landing.
A large Venetian windows spills lights over an
impressive drawing room.

As well as exploring this splendid C listed
building with anti-room and lodge. There
will be historic records, artifacts and photos
dating as far back as 1764 on display.
Guides will be on hands to answer any
questions you have about the building and
the ancient fellowship of the Freemasons.
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PORTSOY
32 SALMON BOTHY

31 1, HIGH SHORE STREET, BANFF
AB45 1DB
Opening
Times:

Links Road, Portsoy AB45 2SS
Opening
Times:

10am to 4pm

10am - 4pm
No

Yes - ground floor only

No

No

Yes

Yes
No

Yes

Yes - if not too busy

Yes

Dating c.1676 this old merchant’s house
was once where multiple families shared
lodgings.
A stone spiral staircase takes you up
three floors, where much of the original
decorations can still be seen on the timbers.
Almost every room has unusual nooks and
crannies. The house also has its own private
lookout tower.
Only open to the public on Doors Open Days,
this is a must see.

Yes
Opened in 2009 after extensive renovation,
this historic museum is housed in what was
the three ice chambers of the bothy. It tells
the story of the history of Portsoy’s harbour
and its associated industries, as well as the
history of the salmon fishing in Portsoy.
The little Bothy displays the authentic living
quarters of the seasonal salmon fishers. In
addition, a temporary exhibition in chamber
1 commemorates WW1 with particular
emphasis on Portsoy.
Upstairs in the community space there is
an exhibition of photos from the Bodie
collection on loan from Aberdeenshire’s
Museum Service.
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33 BOAT SHED

34 SAIL LOFT

90 Church Street, Portsoy AB45 2QQ

Back Green, Links Road, Portsoy AB45 2TA
(for Satnav use AB45 2RQ)

Opening
Times:

10am to 4:30pm

Opening
Times:

Yes

10am to 4pm
Yes - but not to upper floors

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes but limited

No

Yes

Yes - an opportunity to participate

in simple woodwork activities,
including making nesting boxes
and other small wooden items
which can be taken home for a
donation.

Once an open industrial site used for the
manufacture of thread for flax, a rope making
business and manufacture of sails in the 19th
Century. The rope works fell into decline and
have been lost to the sea, but the former
sail making factory, house and cottages still
survive.
Now fully restored, the buildings include
self-catering accommodation for up to 25
visitors, a fully accessible bedroom and
bathroom and communal kitchen and
lounge areas. The total facility will be open to
view for Doors Open Days.

Built upon the ruins of a former boatshed/
store it was fully renovated in 2015. Work
was undertaken by Brown + Brown
Architects and it is now home to a group of
enthusiastic boatbuilding volunteers who
use the purposely designed workshop space
for community boatbuilding projects and
school boatbuilding sessions. Ensuring the
skills of traditional boatbuilding remain
active. Come along and see them at work!
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TURRIFF
36 DELGATIE CASTLE

35 DURN HOUSE

Durn House, Portsoy AB45 2XT
Opening
Times:

Delgaty, Turriff AB53 5TD
Opening
Times:

9.30am to 5.30pm

10am - 4pm

No

Yes - on ground floor depending
on width of wheelchair

No (toilets on ground floor)

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes - free on street

Yes

Yes

Yes - "The Lairds Kitchen" coffee/
tea shop is open

Yes - mini architects
competition, colour and build
a cardboard Georgian Manor
House

Yes - quiz
Dating from 1530 the whole tower is on view
to the public. With the feel of a lived-in home,
steeped in history. Art, furniture, displays
of dolls’ houses and more. Climb the widest
turnpike stair in Scotland boasting 98 steps.
Mary Queen of Scots stayed here for 3 days
after the battle of Corrichie and her bed
chamber is open to the public.
NEOS exhibition is also on display.

Durn House is a Georgian Mansion-house
in the Adams style, built in 1770 by the
Dunbar’s of Durn. There has been a Durn
House on this site since at least 1529 and
probably before. Bought by Mr and Mrs
Scrudis, Durn House underwent a major
restoration and refurbishment project,
lasting 6 years, and now operates as a
luxury guest house. Durn House has an
exciting history, with strong attachments to
the story of Bonnie Prince Charlie and the
Battle of Culloden, as well as the folk song
McPherson’s Rant. You can also enjoy High
Tea served in the Georgian Tea Room.
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Additional Venues!
We hope that the following provisional
venues will also be able to participate this
year. Please refer to our websites for further
details:
37 Craigston Castle
38 St. Congans, Turriff

Make the most of your day

Portsoy

Banff

Macduff

Rosehearty

Fraserburgh

Inverallochy

Stuartfield

19

35

27

25

20

16

15

Inverallochy

22

38

30

28

10

4

Fraserburgh

18

34

26

24

5

Rosehearty

18

27

26

18

Macduff

10

9

1

Banff

10

8

Portsoy

18

Turriff

18

Stuartfield

Turriff

All properties have postcodes for satnav,
but if you are having trouble locating them,
please get in touch and we will do our best to
help. Location maps for all properties will be
available to download at our Area Pages at:
doorsopendays.org.uk
aberdeenshire.gov.uk/environment/builtheritage/doors-open-days/
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