From mountain to sea

Aberdeenshire

DoorsOpenDays2017
Aberdeenshire South (Kincardine, Mearns & Lower Deeside)

Saturday 16 September

Doors Open Days is coordinated nationally by the Scottish Civic Trust. It runs throughout
Scotland every September as part of European Heritage Days.
For more information see our websites
www.doorsopendays.org.uk 		
www.scottishcivictrust.org.uk

www.doorsopendays.org.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION & UPDATES
Every effort has been made to ensure the information in this leaflet is correct at
time of print. For up to date information on our venue listings and for any changes
to the programme, updates, amendments and additions, please look at the
national website and on our Facebook page at the addresses below:
www.doorsopendays.org.uk
www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/doorsopendays
www.facebook.com/AberdeenshireDoorsOpenDays
If you would like any further information about the event or have any queries,
please email the Aberdeenshire event coordinators at:
doorsopen@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
Please note that visitors entering buildings do so at their own risk. Children must
be accompanied by an adult. None of the participating buildings or organisations
are responsible for any accidents or damage that might be incurred. The owners/
custodians of the buildings retain the right to refuse access.
Share your experience of Doors Open Days Aberdeenshire
We would love to hear from you about the event, the buildings you visited and
your feedback. Please send us your photos of your favourite buildings and share
your experiences of the day by posting them to our Facebook site.
www.facebook.com/AberdeenshireDoorsOpenDays

Doors Open Day 2017 and beyond

If you are involved with a property that you think would make a good addition to
Doors Open Days in the future, please get in touch. Each year we move the area
of focus around Aberdeenshire. Next year’s event will focus on the central part
of Aberdeenshire in Formartine and Buchan areas. We look forward to hearing
from you!
Frances Swanston & Cheryl Roberts, Aberdeenshire Doors Open Days Coordinators

Welcome to
Doors Open Days Aberdeenshire 2017!
This year’s Aberdeenshire Doors Open Days 2017 will be focused in South
Aberdeenshire. Spanning from Banchory, Drumoak, Stonehaven and down to
St. Cyrus, the event will be held on Saturday 16th September 2017.
If that wasn’t enough, in celebration of the Scottish Government’s Year of
History, Heritage and Archaeology we have added an extra day. On Sunday
17th September 2017 we will be heading up north focusing around Portsoy,
Banff, Fraserburgh and Macduff.
We have an exciting and varied programme with 38 properties taking part
this year, many of which are doing so for the first time. There will be tours,
exhibitions and refreshments at many of the venues hosted by Doors Open Day
volunteers.
Come along and join us in celebrating Aberdeenshire’s rich architectural
history!
Doors Open Days is Scotland’s largest free annual architectural event. It is
coordinated nationally by the Scottish Civic Trust and is part of European
Heritage Days, a joint initiative of the Council of Europe and the European
Union alongside Scottish Archaeology Month. Both events are supported by
Historic Environment Scotland.
Opening times
The majority of properties are open all day, but please do check the opening
times of the properties you wish to visit as they do vary.
Openings may be subject to unavoidable last minute changes, so for the most
up to date information on the buildings taking part, please check the event’s
national website http://www.doorsopendays.org.uk/ or our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/AberdeenshireDoorsOpenDays/
We will post any last minute changes here.
Please note that tours at Benholm Kirk, Fraserburgh Lighthouse,
Stuartfield and the SNH Nature Reserve are by booked tour only and
require booking in advance. Please see brochure entries for details.
The organisation of this year’s event in Aberdeenshire together with the production of this leaflet has been
through Aberdeenshire Doors Open Days co-ordinators Cheryl Roberts, Frances Swanston and Clare Tierney of
the Environment Team, Infrastructure Services, with support from Kelly Morrison from the Economic Development
Team and Jo Raine Corporate Communications at Aberdeenshire Council.
Our gratitude and thanks go to all those who have generously agreed to open their buildings to make this event
possible and to the volunteers who have given up their time.
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Saturday 16th September
As well as the properties opening their doors, we
have a guided tour of Deeside Brewery, a historic
talk running at Benholm Kirk, a Poetry Walk at
the SNH Nature Reserve and a demonstration at
Stonehaven Fire station including a seat in a real
Fire Engine. Here are some of the highlights:

Disabled Access
Disabled Parking
Disabled Toilet

The National Trust for Scotland is taking part for the
first time this year, opening their beautiful Drum
Castle with over 700 years of history to explore.

Toilets
Refreshments

A short drive from Drum, Deeside Brewery
is offering tours of their craft beer producing
brewery followed by a meet and greet with some
spectacular highland cows, who have a very
special role in the beer making process!

Parking
Great for Kids

Bag four Doors Open Days venues in Stonehaven
with the 16th century Tolbooth Museum, the
newly restored, (small but perfectly formed)
Stonehaven Clock tower. Then check out the
excellent work of our emergency services at
Stonehaven Fire Station and the RNLI Life Boat
Station.

Please note that visitors entering buildings
do so at their own risk. Children must be
accompanied by an adult. None of the
participating buildings or organisations are
responsible for any accidents or damage that
might be incurred. The owners/custodians of
the buildings retain the right to refuse access.

The Spectacular Tod Head Lighthouse, now
a private home, is situated on the dramatic
Catterline coastline. The owners will be on hand
to show you to the 15m Lighthouse Tower where
you can enjoy the unrestricted views along this
breath-taking coastline. A stone’s throw from Tod
Head Lighthouse, Kinneff Old Kirk will be ready
to welcome you in to the 17th century hiding
place for Scotland’s Crown Jewels.

Aberdeen City Doors Open Day,
Sat 9 / Sun 10 September
Aberdeen’s most popular festival of architecture
is back this year with over 40 buildings and
many new for this year. Be sure to take a tour
of Aberdeen’s new Treasure Hub or visit the
innovative Donside Hydro. We have lots of family
friendly events, especially at Aberdeen Fire
Station and at the Institute of Medical Science
where there will be lots of events for families. For
the full programme see

Visit the Grassic Gibbon Centre which celebrates
the life, work and times of James Leslie Mitchell,
the novelist of the Mearns, better known by his
pen name - Lewis Grassic Gibbon.

www.doorsopendays.org.uk/aberdeen

Johnshaven Heritage Hub and village are taking
part in this year’s NEOS event. A must for Doors
Open Dayers interested in the arts.

or like us on Facebook.

Spend some time taking in the unique character
of Benholm Conservation Area and visit a
working meal mill and historic kirk.
Travel to St. Cyrus where the SNH Nature Reserve
are hosting a poetry walk around the reserve. A
great activity for kids with rangers on hand to
answer any questions.
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BANCHORY & DRUMOAK
2 Drum Castle Garden and Estate,
Drumoak BANCHORY &

1 Deeside Brewery, Banchory
The Steading, Lochton of Leys, Banchory,
AB315QB (heading from Banchory take a right at

Drumok, Banchory AB31 5EY

the Cowshed restaurant).

Opening Times:

Opening Times:

Tours @ 12noon & 1pm

11am – 4pm
Limited

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

Yes - castle trail quiz

A traditional farm steading, adapted for use
as a working craft brewery and distillery.
Visitor’s will see the whole brewing and
distilling process, as well as trying a small
sample of beer fresh from the tanks. In
addition they will get to meet the Highland
Cows who play a very special role in the
brewing process.

Drum is one of Royal Deeside’s top historic
attractions, just 10 miles from Aberdeen. It
is one of Scotland’s oldest tower houses and
is set beside an ancient oak woodland and a
walled garden that contains a fine collection
of historic roses which perfume the air. Drum
are also working hard with National Chamber
Music Day to put on a special performance,
please check the Doors Open Days website
closer to the time.
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STONEHAVEN
3 Tolbooth Museum, Harbour

4 Clock Tower (Old Town House)

Old Pier, The Harbour, Stonehaven AB39 2JU

The Cross, High Street, Stonehaven Harbour
AB39 2JT

Opening Times: 10am – 4.30pm

Opening Times:

Yes (some uneven
flooring)

10am – 4:30pm
Yes (via ramp)

No (public toilets
available 30 yards)

No (public toilets 300
yards)

No (public toilets
available 30 yards)

No (public toilets 300
yards)

Yes – free public car park

Yes - (free on street
and public car park 300
yards)

No

No

Dinosaur Hunt for young
children

Dating from 1790 the building contains
the Old Town Clock. In 1894 the tower was
heightened and above the doorway is a
large barometer, dated 1852. The Tower fell
into disrepair but a major refurbishment in
2015 gained an annual Conservation Award,
which has led to its re-opening as a tourist
attraction.

The Tolbooth is the oldest building in
Stonehaven. The ground floor contains
a museum that showcases the building’s
turbulent past and Stonehaven’s rich history.
You can also study the exciting plans for
the extension and redevelopment of the
building. Marine Scotland also hope to have
a collection of boats in the harbour so keep
your eyes peeled.

*Please note - the Clock Tower will not be staffed
on Doors Open Days

*Please note – the 1st floor contains the Tolbooth
restaurant which is not part of the Doors Open
Days
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5 Fire Station, Scottish Fire &
Rescue Service

6 RNLI Stonehaven
Old Pier, the Harbour, Stonehaven AB39 2JU

Mill of Forest Lane, Stonehaven AB39 2LN
Opening Times:

Opening Times:

10am – 4pm

10am – 4pm
Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes - firefighter
demonstration and a
chance to sit in a real fire
engine

Access will be given to the cabin which
houses the station crew shed. You will also
get to view the kit, crew room and the
lifeboat crew will be on hand to tell you all
about what they do. You will also get to visit
the boat shed and see where the lifeboats
are kept. In a building that is as old as the
harbour itself.

Learn about the role of a firefighter. You will
be able to see the fire engines and equipment. You can meet and talk to the crew,
who will also be on hand to provide free
CPR training. You will also be able to arrange
a free Home Fire Safety Visit and they will
demonstrate just what it takes to become a
modern day firefighter.

*Please note – the crew will be on call that day
and so may need to attend to emergencies.
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KINNEFF
8 Kinneff Old Kirk

7 Tod Head Lighthouse

Kinneff (by the sea) DD10 0TJ

Catterline, Kinneff, Aberdeenshire DD10 0TH
Opening Times:

Opening Times:

10am – 4pm

10am – 4pm

Access to the top of the
tower is via 37 steps

Yes

No - bathroom on ground
floor

No

Yes

No

Yes - limited space

Yes

Yes - home bakes
(donations to charity)

No

Yes - activity sheets plus
guess the weight of a
weight

Yes
In 1652 when Cromwell was laying siege to
Dunnottar Castle, the Minister and his wife
managed to smuggle the Crown Jewels of
Scotland out of the castle and buried them
in Kinneff Church. Nearby is the lost fishing
village of Shield hill, easily reached with
a short walk to the cliff tops where a few
ruined cottages remain.

Tod Head is a decommissioned lighthouse.
Visitors will have access to the top of the
tower which is approximately 15 metres high
and 41 metres above sea level where there
are spectacular views of the surrounding
coastal area, so bring your cameras! Access is
also available to the outside gallery but this
would not be suitable for young children due
to lack of safety barrier.

The Church has had its harl removed for the
first time - come and see the church in a way
it has never been seen before.
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ARBUTHNOTT
9

BENHOLM

Grassic Gibbon Centre and
Arbuthnott Hall

10 Mill of Benholm
Benholm, Near Johnshaven DD10 0HT

Arbuthnott, Laurencekirk AB30 1PB
Opening Times:

10am - 4.30pm

Opening Times:

11am – 4pm

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes - free

Yes

Yes - cafe

Yes
Yes

The Grassic Gibbon Centre was built by the
community as an addition to the sandstone
Hall, (built in 1908) to commemorate Lewis
Grassic Gibbon and his life and work. It
contains an exhibition on LGG, a café, gift
shop and post office. The Centre is run
as a self-financing social enterprise and
celebrates its 25th anniversary this year.
There is a play park out-side which families
can use when visiting the Centre.

The Mill of Benholm is a category A listed
rural mill complex. The site comprises the
Mill which dates from 1817 with water
wheel and full interior workings, a mill pond,
lade and sluices. Also the former miller’s
house, former byre, old grain store and
community garden. Visitors can see inside
the Mill building while the wheel is turning.
Refreshments will be available and there will
be craft and learning activities for children.
Benholm Mill is also situated in the beautiful
Benholm Conservation Area.
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JOHNSHAVEN
11 Benholm Parish Kirk

12 Johnshaven Heritage Hub

Benholm, Montrose DD10 0HT

Fore Street, Johnshaven, By Inverbervie,
Angus DD10 0EU

Opening Times:

10am – 4pm

Opening Times:

Check website

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

Yes - free car park on
entrance to Benholm

No - off-street parking
and drop off point

No

Tea, cakes and soup
available in village hall

One of the Friends of Benholm Kirk is
available to offer a talk on the church, subject
to numbers. Please direct all enquiries to;
Email: geoff_lawrence@btinternet.com
Tel: 01561 361631
Benholm Kirk stands on a site which dates
to at least 1242AD. As the 19th Century
approached, a new church was needed. On
the 16th September 1832, 768 people heard
the Rev James Glen dedicate Benholm Kirk as
we know it today.

Teamed up with NEOS, Johnshaven will
become an artist’s Doors Open Days village.
The Heritage Museum is acting as an arts
hub with works from the Costal Colourists Art
Group. The Lifeboat Station will also be open
with displays from local artists to view and
purchase and there will be a variety of other
artists’ houses open in the village on the day.
Please check local website for details;
https://www.facebook.com/
Johnshavenheritagehubmuseum
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ST. CYRUS

Additional Venues Out-with
the Area

13 SNH Nature Reserve
From Montrose, head 5 miles north on the
A92 coastal road. St Cyrus NNR is signposted
on the right, immediately before the
Northwater Bridge over the River Esk. Follow
the single track road for 1.5 miles to the car
park and visitor centre DD10 OAQ

We hope that the following provisional
venues out-with the area will also be able
to participate this year. Please refer to our
websites for further details:

Tour 2:00pm- 4:00pm
Opening Times:
(booking required)

14

Forgue Kirk, Huntly

15

Christ Church, Huntly

16

Haddo House, Methlick

Yes
*Please Note - See North map for locations

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes - tea, coffee and
biscuits
Yes - see below
In Celebration of the European Heritage Days
2017 Theme:
“Heritage and Nature: A Landscape
of Possibilities”.
St. Cyrus reserve is one of the most
picturesque sections of coastline in northeast Scotland. It boasts the magnificent
sandy sweep of Montrose Bay, towering
volcanic cliffs, yellow dunes, and a
spectacular wildflower meadow.
Join poet Petra and ranger Therese for a walk
along the beach of St. Cyrus NNR to explore
tales of salmon fishing, bait and lost boats.
Phone 01674 830736 for more information
and booking.
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Make the most of your day
All properties have postcodes for satnav,
but if you are having trouble locating them,
please get in touch and we will do our best
to help.
Location maps for all properties will be
available to download at our Area Pages
doorsopendays.org.uk
www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/environment/
built-heritage/doors-open-days/

Haddo House

St. Cyrus

Johnshaven

Benholm

Arbuthnott

Kinneff

Stonehaven

Drumoak

Banchory

42

34

39

30

30

27

25

17

7

Drumoak

41

32

36

31

27

24

23

13

Stonehaven

50

38

22

14

13

11

9

Kinneff

60

44

12

7

6

5

Arbuthnott

61

46

13

7

6

Benholm

64

50

7

2

Johnshaven

66

51

6

St. Cyrus

73

58

Haddo House

30

Huntly

30

Banchory

Huntly

Please see the table below for approximate
distances between venue locations
(distances in miles) to help you plan your day.
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7
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