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WELCOME
Selkirk opens its doors to allow visitors an 
opportunity to look inside some of the Royal 
Burghs most interesting buildings. From 
ancient ruins to stately mansions and classical 
villas to modernist marvels, Selkirk Doors 
Open Day has it all!

Each participating building has made 
arrangements to welcome you, some with 
guided tours of private areas and others with 
demonstrations or performances to entertain. 
Complimentary events will also take place 
throughout the day with various guided walks 
through the town, a visit from Sir Walter Scott, 
and even a Poetry Promenade Performance.
This year, a Kids Passport is also available with 
activities to do during your visit and keep the 
little ones entertained.

Truly something for all the family so why not 
come along and GET INTO BUILDINGS!

 KEY BUILDINGS  
  1 Sir Walter Scott’s Courtroom
  2 The Auld Kirk & Graveyard
  3 Selkirk Library (The Old Jail)
  4 Our Lady & St Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church
  5 Victoria Halls
  6 Selkirk Parish Church
  7 St Johns Episcopal Church
  8 Selkirk Community Fire Station
  9 Selkirk Masonic Hall
  10   Rowlands
  11 Haining House
  12 Haining Studios
  13 Forest Mill (Andrew Elliot Ltd)
  14 Ashkirk Parish Church
  15 Generals Tower, Riddell
  16 Bowhill
  17 Bernat Klein Design Studio

 COMPLIMENTARY EVENTS
  18 Selkirk Mills Walking Tour
  19 Selkirk Flood Protection Scheme Walking Tour
  20 Selkirk Marvellous Monuments
  21 Vintage Car Diplay
  22 The Strange Encounter - Court Case
 Re-enactment

SELKIRK
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TRANSPORT
Following the successful reopening of the Borders Railway, visitors from further afield 
can now come to the Borders by train. Doors Open Day has organised a FREE shuttle 
bus* which will run every 60 minutes through the day to take visitors from Tweedbank 
Station to Selkirk town centre making your visit even more enjoyable. 
For more information contact Selkirkcars@scotborders.gov.uk
* Spaces will be allocated on a first come first served basis

HISTORY OF SELKIRK   
The name Selkirk is likely to derive from the Old English meaning ‘church in
the forest’ indicating a church location probably from early Christian times. 
An Abbey was established in the area by David I in 1113 before it was subsequently moved 
to Kelso in 1128 and Selkirk also hosted a royal castle, mainly used as a hunting lodge for 
the extensive hunting reserve known as Ettrick Forest.

Selkirk developed as a small, quiet town throughout the 13th century with the medieval 
burgh being roughly triangular along the lines of the current Kirk Wynd, Back Row, High 
Street & Market Place. The town also became known for shoe making with the inhabitants 
still known to this day as ‘souters’. 

The textile industry boom of the 19th century brought radical change to the town with the 
population quadrupling between 1791 and 1891 and the town expanding down the hillside 
to the north towards the Ettrick River.

Whilst the town centre of today still follows the medieval triangular plan, the bulk of the 
buildings date from the Victorian period or later with many of the monuments and plaques 
within the town also dating from that period.
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KIRK WYND | SELKIRK | TD7 4AW 

THE AULD KIRK & GRAVEYARD

The Auld Kirk is an evocative ruin set in an 18th 
century graveyard however its history goes back much 
further. Recent non-intrusive archaeological survey 
has indicated the presence of a possible medieval 
chapel in the heart of the ruin which may, as legend 
has it, be the place where William Wallace was made 
Guardian of Scotland. 

Date of building 1748 | Opening Times 10:00 – 16:00 | Architect/s Unknown | Listing Category B

REF 2

MARKET PLACE | SELKIRK | TD7 4BT 

SIR WALTER SCOTT’S COURTROOM

Sir Walter Scott served as Sheriff in the town from 1803 until his 
death in 1832. The Category A listed courtroom building, completed 
in 1804 with a 100 foot high spire that dominates the Market Place, 
would have been Scott’s regular place of work for those years.  The 
imposing building is still used for special meetings and re-enacted 
court cases using original scripts from old court minutes.  

Date of building 1804 | Opening Times 10:00 – 16:00 | Architect/s Mr Lees | Listing  Category A

REF 1

ETTRICK TERRACE | SELKIRK | TD7 4LE

SELKIRK LIBRARY (THE OLD JAIL)

The Building was formerly the Old Jail that opened in 
1804. Thomas Craig-Brown bought and renovated the 
building and opened it in May 1889 as the towns first 
Free Library. The main Library and Gallery area will 
be open as part of Doors Open Day.

Date of building 1804 | Opening Times 09:30 – 12:30 | Architect/s Unknown | Listing Category B

REF 3
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SCOTT’S PLACE | SELKIRK | TD7 4LN

VICTORIA HALLS 

The base for Selkirk Doors Open Day 2016, this fine 
red sandstone French renaissance building will be 
open for guided tours into usually private areas of the 
building as well as playing host to a variety of activities 
throughout the day.

Date of building 1895 | Opening Times 10:00 - 16:00  | Architect/s  Hippolyte J Blanc | Listing  Category B

REF 5

103 HIGH STREET | SELKIRK  | TD7 4JX

OUR LADY & ST JOSEPH’S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

A simple and understated church building set back from 
the road but with a fabulous stained glass roundel above 
the altar of the Virgin and Child. An art & craft exhibition 
and stalls will also take place in the Church Hall.

Date of building 1866 | Opening Times 10:00 - 16:00 | Architect/s George Goldie | Listing Category C

REF 4

HIGH STREET | SELKIRK | TD7 4JX

SELKIRK PARISH CHURCH

Originally Selkirk First United Presbyterian Church it 
became the Parish Church in 1986. The building is a 
landmark in the town with its tall 3 storey tower topped 
with stone spire. The whole church complex including 
the recently renovated church hall will be open for 
quiet reflection.

Date of building 1880 | Opening Times 10:00 – 16:00 | Architect/s  R Baldie | Listing Category B

REF 6
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SHAWPARK CRESCENT | SELKIRK | TD7 4EX

SELKIRK COMMUNITY FIRE STATION  

A free standing, single bay, single storey fire station 
with ladder tower and drill yard. The relatively 
modern station is one of eleven fire stations in the 
Scottish Borders with Retained firefighters on duty. 
The Scottish Fire& Rescue Service will be on hand to 
display operational equipment & provide community 
safety education.

Date of building 1979 | Opening Times 11:00 – 13:00 | Architect/s J & J Hall  | Listing Not Listed

REF 8

BLEACHFIELD ROAD | SELKIRK | TD7 4EE

ST JOHNS EPISCOPAL CHURCH

A building in the English Decorated Style this delightful 
church with a scissor braced roof has internal 
furnishings by Sir Robert Lorimer and Stained Glass 
by Herbert Hendrie.

Date of building 1867-89 | Opening Times TBC  | Architect/s J M Wardrop | Listing  Category B

REF 7

29 BACK ROW | SELKIRK | TD7 4LP

SELKIRK MASONIC HALL

This simple building designed by the same architect 
as the town’s more ornate Victoria Halls, houses club 
room, kitchen and ancillary accommodation on the 
ground floor and the main meeting room on the first 
floor. The members will provide guided tours around 
the building as well as providing information on the 
background of Free Masonry.

Date of building 1887 | Opening Times 10:00 – 14:00 | Architect/s Hippolyte J Blanc | Listing  Category C

REF 9
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THE HAINING ESTATE | SELKIRK | TD7 5AA

HAINING HOUSE  

A gem of a building, a stones throw from the town 
centre. A simple classical villa set in a designed 
landscape including the Haining loch. The property 
is now in the care of the community based Haining 
Charitable Trust. The ground floor of the house will be 
open as part of Doors Open Day and whilst the second 
world war service took its toll on the interiors the 
quality of space and light coupled with the integration 
within the landscape setting is not to be missed.

Date of building 1798 | Opening Times 11:00 - 16:00   | Architect/s Mark Pringle (1798) & Archibald Elliot 
(1819) | Listing Category A

REF 11

THE STABLES | THE HAINING ESTATE | SELKIRK | TD7 5AA

HAINING STUDIOS

The Haining Studios are a series of six award winning 
contemporary creative spaces within the converted 
Coach House courtyard on the Haining Estate offering 
an idyllic artisan haven in a stunning environment.

Date of building 1798 | Opening Times TBC | Architect/s Conversion - Lee Boyd | Listing  Category A

REF 12

24-26 WEST PORT | SELKIRK | TD7 4DG

ROWLANDS

Rowlands is a youth project based in an old hardware 
store bequeathed by the owner Rowland Tait to the 
young people of Selkirk. An exhibition of old plans and 
photos of the building before its transformation into 
the well-known community facility of today will be 
developed by the young people for display on Doors 
Open Day.

Date of building            | Opening Times 10:00 – 14:00     | Architect Unknown  | Listing  Category A

REF 10
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RIDDELL ESTATE | SELKIRK | TD6 9JP 

GENERALS TOWER, RIDDELL  

A hollow stone walled observation tower with a 
vertiginous spiral staircase in one corner rising from 
a medieval Motte & Bailey. The pre booked tours will 
start at the Riddell Estate stables and involve a short 
walk through a paddock and farm tracks. Sturdy 
footwear is advisable. The tours are FREE but places 
are very limited so advance booking is essential. Please 
email selkirkcars@scotborders.gov.uk to book a place 
on the tour.

Date of building 1885 | Opening Times 11:00 and 14:00 | Builder Herbertson | Listing Category B

REF 15

ASHKIRK | SELKIRK | TD7 4NY

ASHKIRK PARISH CHURCH

Originally belonging to the Bishops of Glasgow this 
delightful and intimate building most likely sits on the 
site of its medieval predecessor. The L shaped plan 
contains oak panelling from the demolished Minto 
Church and memorials to the Cochran and Cree-Scott 
families. Well worth a visit.

Date of building 1790 | Opening Times 10:00  – 16:00 | Architect/s Unknown | Listing  Category B

REF 14

DUNSDALE ROAD | SELKIRK | TD7 5EA

FOREST MILL (ANDREW ELLIOT LTD)  

Traditional stone built mill building with weaving looms 
and associated machinery for production of woollen 
textiles and company showroom with examples of the 
various tweeds and woollen products. The building 
retains many original features of the traditional factory 
environment.
Forest Mill is also the meeting point for the Selkirk Mills 
Walking Tour. For more details see Complimentary 
Events.

Date of building 1838 | Opening Times 10:00 – 16:00 | Architect/s Unknown | Listing  Category B

REF 13
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SELKIRK | TD7 5ET

BOWHILL

The fabulous A Listed Bowhill House, historic home of 
the Duke of Buccleuch, will be open for guided tours 
looking specifically at the food route from the old 
Victorian Kitchen to the Dining Room. The Grounds, 
adventure playground, shop & tearoom will also be 
open. The tours are FREE but places are very limited 
so advance booking is essential. Please email info@
bowhillhouse.co.uk  to book a place on the tour.

Date of building 1812 | Opening Times 13:00 and 14:00 | Architect/s Atkinson/Burn | Listing  Category A

REF 16

BERNAT KLEIN DESIGN STUDIO  

A modern architectural gem in a countryside setting. 
This glass, brick and concrete structure seems to 
grow out of the ground and float among the trees. The 
building was damaged by flooding during an earlier 
conversion and is therefore in poor aesthetic condition 
as it awaits the instigation of future restorative works. 
Whilst the building will be open all day, vehicular 
access and parking are very limited therefore pre-
booking to visit the building is essential. Please email 
selkirkcars@scotborders.gov.uk to book a place.

Date of building 1972 | Opening Times TBC | Architect/s Peter Wormersley | Listing Category A

REF 17



 10 | DOORS OPEN DAY 2016 | Selkirk

SELKIRK MILLS WALKING TOUR

As part of Doors Open Day, journey through Selkirk’s 
fascinating milling heritage with Scottish Borders 
Council’s ranger Erica Niven. Erica will take you on a tour 
of the industrial heart of the town that made the Border’s 
famous cloth and knitwear highlighting the now derelict 
and missing buildings that made Selkirk a key part of the 
industrial revolution. 
This walk is generally flat and on footways/paths. Sturdy 
footwear is advisable. The tour is FREE and no booking is 
required.

REF 18

COMPLIMENTARY EVENTS

MEET AT ANDREW ELLIOT LTD | DUNSDALE ROAD | SELKIRK | TD7 5EA

Tour Time 10:30 | Duration 90 mins 

SELKIRK FLOOD PROTECTION SCHEME WALKING TOUR

Members of the Flood Schemes project team will lead 
tours of the new flood defences. These will take in the 
riverside defences, the new Bridge Street footbridge 
and the Long Philip Burn river restoration works. 
This walk is generally flat and on footways/paths and 
is suitable for all ages. Sturdy footwear is advisable.
The tour is FREE but places are limited so advance 
booking is recommended. Please email selkirkfps@
scotborders.gov.uk to book a place on the tour.

REF 19MEET AT SELKIRK FLOOD PROTECTION SCHEME SITE COMPOUND | SOUTH BRIDGE 
STREET | SELKIRK |TD7 5DR

Tour Times 10:00 & 11:30 | Duration 75 mins 
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SELKIRK’S MARVELLOUS MONUMENTS – A POETIC ODYSSEY

Join us for a Poetic Odyssey with leading Borders poet 
Julian Colton. Focusing on Selkirk’s buildings and 
monuments, Julian will evoke a magical kaleidoscope 
in verse and storytelling celebrating the Royal Burgh’s 
history, stories, myths, legends and ghosts.  This walk is 
generally flat and on footways/paths and is suitable for all 
ages. The tour is FREE and no booking is required.

REF 20MEET AT THE FLESHMARKET STEPS BY THE SIDE 0F SIR WALTER SCOTT’S COURTROOM  
MARKET PLACE | SELKIRK  | TD7 4BT

Tour Time 15:00 | Duration 60 mins 

VINTAGE CAR DISPLAY

To coincide with the Selkirk Vintage Car Rally at 
Sunderland Hall on Sunday 18th September a selection 
of classic cars will be on display in the town centre to 
compliment the Doors Open Day activities. Also look 
out for the classic car procession which should be 
passing through the town in the afternoon. For more 
details on the Selkirk Vintage Car Rally please see 
www.selkirkvintagecarrally.org

REF 21MARKET PLACE | SELKIRK | TD7 4BY

Event Times 13:00 to 15:00

THE STRANGE ENCOUNTER – COURT CASE RE-ENACTMENT

A court case presided over by Sir Walter Scott involving 
a robbery and a secret liaison. It appears to be an open 
and shut case but as the facts emerge, we see the finger 
of guilt begin to point elsewhere. The case is performed 
by a group of enthusiastic and talented actors under the 
direction of John Nichol.
Entry is FREE but tickets are limited. Tickets are available 
from Scott’s Selkirk Shop, Selkirk, from the Museum 
Service on 01750 20096 or at the door.

REF 22SIR WALTER SCOTT’S COURTHOUSE  | MARKET PLACE | SELKIRK | TD7 4BT

Event Times 14:00 | Duration 60 mins  
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DOORS OPEN DAY
Doors Open Days take place throughout Scotland in September and is part of 
European Heritage Days. The aim is to bring people closer to each other and 
their heritage.

For details of other Doors Open Days please look up the following:
www.doorsopendays.org.uk

We would like to thank the owners / guardians of all the properties open this 
year; your cooperation and enthusiasm is much appreciated.

PLEASE NOTE THAT VISITORS ENTER VENUES AND TAKE PART IN EVENTS 
AT THEIR OWN RISK, NEITHER SCOTTISH BORDERS COUNCIL OR THE 
SCOTTISH CIVIC TRUST ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ACCIDENTS OF 
DAMAGES INCURRED.

BUILDING OWNERS RETAIN THE RIGHT TO REFUSE ACCESS.

Doors Open Days | get into buildings!

The Doors Open Day programme is part of the Borders Heritage Festival; 
1st – 30th September 2016.

For more details of events and information about our fascinating heritage 
please visit:

https://www.facebook.com/bordersheritagefestival 
https://twitter.com/BHeritageFest
http://www.scotborders.gov.uk/heritagefestival 

You can get this document on audio CD, in large print, and various other 
formats by contacting us at the address below.  In addition, contact the address 
below for information on language translations, additional copies, or to arrange 
for an officer to meet with you to explain any areas of the publication that you 
would like clarified.

LOCAL COORDINATOR
Colin Gilmour | Scottish Borders Council | 01835 825563
C.Gilmour@scotborders.gov.uk


